International Journal of Religion

2024

Volume: 5| Number 1 | pp. 150 — 169

ISSN: 2633-352X (Print) | ISSN: 2633-3538 (Online)

jor.co.uk
First Submitted: 10 November 2023 /Accepted: 21 December 2023

DOIL: https://doi.org/10.61707/6652jh36

Analyzing ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program: Impacts on Education,
Science, and Culture in Comparison to UNESCO and Global Initiatives

Mustafa Osman Ismail

Abstract

This research article rigorously examines the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)'s Capitals of
Istamic Culture Program, focusing on its profound impact on education, science, and culture. It seeks to provide a scholarly analysis suitable for
acadenic submission. The study employs a comprebensive approach, drawing insights from official documents, existing literature, and interviews
with ICESCO officials. Key highlights of the research include an exploration of the program's bistorical context and its influence on the Islamic
world. The article conducts a comparative analysis, positioning ICESCO's initiatives alongside similar programs by the United Nations
Eduncational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and other international organizations, offering a global perspective.
Furthermore, the article evaluates the achievements and excperiences of the Capitals of Islamic Culture, emphasizing their substantial contributions
to education, science, culture, and their alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These contributions span areas such as
edncation, innovation, sustainable communities, climate action, justice, and parinerships. While recognizing the program as a platform for
promoting Islamic cultnre and fostering intercultural dialogue, this study sheds light on associated challenges. 1t underscores the importance of a
robust documentation system 1o effectively evalnate and record the experiences of designated capitals, thereby optimizing the program's potential
to highlight the diverse and rich cultural tapestry of the Islamic world. This research article offers a scholarly and scientific analysis of the Islamic
World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)'s Capitals of Culture Program, focusing on its impact on education,
science, and culture while providing a comparative perspective with global initiatives. 1t aims to enrich academic course and deepen onr
understanding of this cultural program's words significance in the Islamic world.

Keywords: Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO), UNESCO, ICESCO’S Capitals of Culture
Program.

INTRODUCTION

In the fast-evolving landscape of global cultural diplomacy, the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (ICESCO) emerges as a beacon, reflecting the rich tapestry of the Islamic world. Integral
to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) framework [1]., ICESCO, founded in May 1979, upholds a
vast mission: to promote education, science, technology, culture, and communication, while ensuring non-
intervention in its 54 member states' internal affairs.

Central to our course is ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program. This initiative, steeped in tradition and forward
momentum, holds promise for fostering cross-cultural understanding, collaborating in scientific and
educational spheres, and safeguarding global cultural treasures. With the recent past witnessing an exhaustive
examination convened in 2023 under Professor Mustafa Osman from Hamad Bin Khalifa University and
experts from ISESCO, the fervor to analyze, innovate, and drive this program forward has intensified. This
gathering, a focal point in recent cultural diplomacy, sought to meticulously analyze the program, spotlighting
its successes, navigating its challenges, and envisioning its future trajectory. Their deliberations echoed the
program's promise for broader cultural enrichment and a strengthened global dialogue.

Within this article, we embark on a journey through ICESCO's unique mission and its Capitals of Culture
Program's pivotal role in the contemporary world. Our insights, informed by scholarly resources, will delve
deep into ICESCO's foundational goals, drawing comparisons with giants like the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). We aim to provide a comprehensive view of ICESCO's
commendable strides in fostering dialogue, enriching education, and preserving the cultural sanctity of the
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Islamic world. Further, we'll navigate the intricate corridors of ICESCO's membership dynamics within the
OIC, emphasizing the rigorous processes and the symbiotic relationships therein.

The Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)'s Mission:

* Regional Coordination [4]: ICESCO plays a pivotal role in promoting collaboration among member
states in various fields. The organization has effectively facilitated cooperation across the Islamic world,
particularly in areas of mutual interest and shared goals.

*  Educational Policy Enhancement [5]: ICESCO actively collaborates with member states to enhance
their educational policies and systems. The organization provides valuable consultation, expertise, data analysis,
and insights, thereby improving the quality of education. ICESCO also plays a crucial role in disseminating best
educational practices on both the Islamic and global stages.

*  Cultural Development [6]: ICESCO's mission in preserving tangible and intangible cultural heritage,
promoting cultural industries, facilitating cultural dialogues, and disseminating values such as peace, citizenship,
human rights, and coexistence has had a significant impact. The organization's efforts have contributed to
challenging stereotypes and misconceptions surrounding Islam.

* Scientific Advancement [7]: ICESCO's support for member states in formulating and implementing
robust policies for scientific research, innovation, and technological progress has been instrumental. The
organization has played a crucial role in laying the groundwork for knowledge-based societies within the Islamic
world.

* Social Contract through Research [8]: ICESCO's promotion of a participatory social contract among
various social groups within member states through research and monitoring activities in the realm of human
and social sciences has been effective. The insights garnered from these endeavors are accessible and inform
future policies.

* Partnerships and Collaboration [9]: ICESCO's efforts to foster regional and international
partnerships within its sphere of expertise have been fruitful. The organization actively shares best practices,
engages in cooperative endeavors with other international organizations and civil society institutions, and
coordinates effectively within the OIC's auspices.

* Promoting Islamic Identity [10]: ICESCO's central objective of establishing educational and cultural
foundations for the promotion and consolidation of Islamic identity on the global stage has had a positive
impact. This initiative has effectively disseminated a culture of accommodation and promoted values such as
tolerance, dialogue, and moderation.

*  Communication Dimension: ICESCO's efforts in fostering dialogue and exchange among member
states and the international community have yielded positive results. Open channels of communication have
encouraged mutual understanding and cooperation, significantly contributing to knowledge sharing and cultural
exchange, in line with ICESCO's overarching mission.

The Research Problem and Objective statements

While ICESCO's Capitals of Cultute Program holds promise and embodies the aspirations of ICESCO in
fostering education, science, and culture, it remains underexamined. There is a substantial gap in our
understanding of the program's effectiveness and the areas that may necessitate improvement. This research
seeks to address this gap by comprehensively assessing the impacts and implications of ICESCO's Capitals of
Culture Program, comparing it with similar initiatives launched by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and other international organizations.

Overall Objective

e The overall objective of this research is to comprehensively assess the Islamic World Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Otganization (ICESCO)'s Capitals of Culture Program and its impact on education,
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science, and culture within the Islamic world. The research aims to provide insight into the workings of
ICESCO and its Islamic World Culture Capitals programs while evaluating their significance and outcomes.

Specific Objectives

* To assess the educational impacts of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program: This objective focuses
on evaluating how the program influences education, including aspects like curriculum development, access to
quality education, and the promotion of cultural exchange among member states.

* To analyze the program's contributions to scientific collaboration:  This objective centers on
examining how the Capitals of Culture Program contributes to scientific collaboration, research initiatives, and
technological advancements in member countries.

* To evaluate the cultural significance of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program: This objective focuses
on understanding the program's role in preserving cultural heritage, promoting intercultural dialogue, and
fostering artistic expression.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In this comprehensive analysis, the evaluator presents a carefully curated selection of scholarly works that
collectively enrich the comprehension of vital themes in international relations, cultural diplomacy, and
education policy. These studies offer invaluable perspectives that contribute to a holistic understanding of
global affairs, all of which hold direct relevance to the evaluation of the impact and implications of ICESCO's
Capitals of Culture Programme.

The Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO) occupies a significant role in
the promotion of cultural diplomacy, international relations, and regional collaboration within the Islamic
world. Within the context of this analysis, the evaluator embarks on a thorough exploration of the multifaceted
influence of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program on the realms of education, science, and culture. Drawing
insights from a diverse range of scholatly sources, the aim is to provide a comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of the profound significance of this program and its far-reaching implications.

Cultural Diplomacy and Peace

[11] underscores the pivotal role of cultural diplomacy in promoting peace and development in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region. This aligns with the mission of ICESCO in cultural interaction and
preserving cultural diversity, contributing to regional stability, and understanding.

* Challenges in Diplomacy [12], as explored in Pakistan's foreign policy, illuminate the complexities of
diplomacy within regional rivalries. Understanding these challenges is essential for evaluating ICESCO's role in
fostering regional cooperation and mitigating diplomatic obstacles.

*  Education Policy and Regional Organizations [13] highlight the influential role of regional
intergovernmental organizations (RIGOs) in shaping education policy. ICESCO's educational initiatives,
operating within a regional framework, align with RIGOs' efforts to enhance educational development.

* Global Governance and OIC [14] emphasize the Organization of Islamic Cooperation's (OIC)
influence on global governance and stability. As an integral part of the OIC, ICESCO significantly contributes
to intercultural understanding and global cooperation.

Trobbiani's analysis (2017) [15] of European Union (EU) cultural diplomacy (CD) initiatives in the MENA
region highlights the pivotal role of cultural diplomacy in fostering peaceful relations and development. It calls
for increased resources and practical mechanisms for cultural cooperation within regional and interregional
forums, emphasizing the absence of a comprehensive regional strategy for Cultural Diplomacy in the MENA
region.

Ahmed and Akbarzadeh's investigation [16] delve into Pakistan's foreign policy amidst the Iran-Saudi tivalry,
revealing the complexities arising from cultural, economic, and defense connections. This research provides
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insights into diplomacy within regional rivalries, emphasizing the delicate balance of multiple interests and
relationships.

Bekele's study [17] enhances our understanding of Regional Intergovernmental Organizations (RIGOs)s' roles
in shaping education policy within the Global South, emphasizing their influence in educational development.
It addresses challenges and opportunities, including policy-practice gaps and the interplay between regional and
global influences on education policies.

Ali and Sultan's article [18] underscores the substantial influence of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) on global governance. It challenges perceptions of OIC weakness and highlights its active role in
mediating conflicts within the Muslim world, maintaining governance stability across various levels.

These insights provide a foundation for the comprehensive assessment of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture
Program's impact on education, science, and culture, emphasizing the crucial role of cultural diplomacy, regional
diplomacy, education policy, and global governance in this evaluation. Intercultural understanding, and regional
cooperation are central elements of international relations.

The ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme, as illuminated by this literature review, can be viewed as a
cultural diplomacy initiative fostering intercultural dialogue and cooperation among member states. The
program's role in promoting education, science, and culture aligns seamlessly with the broader objectives of
RIGOs, which are instrumental in shaping educational policies and contributing to regional development.
Therefore, the evaluation of ICESCO's program should encompass an assessment of its effectiveness in
building bridges between cultures, promoting education and scientific collaboration, and preserving and
promoting cultural heritage.

Identified Gaps

The extensive review of literature has indeed shed light on various aspects of cultural diplomacy, foreign policy
dynamics, and the roles played by regional organizations. However, it has also unveiled several gaps that require
thorough exploration:

* Limited Focus on the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO):
The existing body of research centers on larger regional entities such as the European Union (EU) and OIC,
leaving a noticeable void regarding the specific role and impact of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme.
This research serves as a bridge, offering a dedicated assessment of ICESCO's initiatives within the broader
context of education, science, and culture.

*  Sparse Analysis of Cultural Capital Programs: The literature review provides only limited analysis of
cultural capital programs within the context of regional organizations. This study aims to delve deeper into the
concept of cultural capital programs and their potential to foster education, science, and culture, thereby
contributing to a more comprehensive understanding.

*  Need for Comparative Analysis: While some studies have undertaken comparisons among regional
initiatives, there is a compelling need for a comprehensive comparative analysis between ICESCO's Capitals of
Culture Programme and analogous endeavors by organizations like UNESCO. This research seeks to address
this gap by conducting a rigorous comparative analysis to unveil similarities, differences, and best practices.

* Impact Assessment: The importance of assessing the impact of cultural diplomacy and regional
initiatives has been underscored in the literature. However, there is a noticeable lack of detailed impact
assessments, particularly with a focused lens on education, science, and culture. This study endeavors to provide
a robust impact assessment of ICESCO's program within these domains, offering a data-driven evaluation of
its effectiveness.

*  Practical Insights: While existing literature has offered theoretical perspectives, this research aims to
go beyond theory. It seeks to provide practical insights that can directly inform policymaking and practical
decision-making processes related to cultural capital programs and their influence on education, science, and
culture.
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The identification of these gaps in the existing literature not only underscores their significance but also
emphasizes the necessity for the cutrent research. This study aims to comprehensively assess ICESCO's
Capitals of Culture Programme, bridging these gaps by offering practical insights and conducting thorough
comparative analyses, thereby advancing our understanding of the program's impact and implications in the
domains of education, science, and culture.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

To evaluate ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program, particulatly its impact on education, science, and culture,
we adopted a multi-pronged research methodology. Here's a breakdown of our methodological approach:

* Literature Review: Our foundation began with a detailed literature review, drawing from official
ICESCO documents, academic works, and related global programs, including those of UNESCO. This review
facilitated a contextual understanding and informed theoretical frameworks.

*  Comparative Analysis: We engaged in a comparative analysis between ICESCO's program and similar
endeavors by international organizations like UNESCO. The objective was to pinpoint ICESCO's distinct
contributions and areas that might benefit from further refinement.

» Stakeholder Interviews: Our methodology leaned heavily on interviews with pivotal stakeholders —
from ICESCO officials and government representatives to educators and cultural enthusiasts. These interviews
provided firsthand narratives, enlightening us on real-world challenges and successes.

* Case Study Exploration: By zeroing in on specific Capitals of Islamic Culture, we painted a detailed
pictute of how ICESCO's program manifests on the ground. These case studies illuminated practical successes
and areas needing attention.

* Data Gathering: Both quantitative and qualitative data formed our analytical backbone. Official
reports, program evaluations, and statistical data enabled a holistic examination of the program's outcomes.

¢ Collaborative Workshops and Seminars: To foster a broader understanding, we orchestrated
workshops and seminars. These events became melting pots of ideas, drawing scholars, practitioners.

* Data Analysis: Our approach to data was twofold. Quantitative data saw rigorous statistical scrutiny,
while qualitative data was thematically dissected for emerging patterns and themes.

* Policy Implications: Our findings inevitably carried policy ramifications. From advocating the
amplification of cultural exchange programs and investments in education to promoting local cultural initiatives
and sustainable cultural preservation, our insights have the potential to guide future policymaking.

Specialized Meeting on ICESCO’s Program

A focal event in our research process was a specialized meeting under the chairmanship of Professor Mustafa
Osman Ismail from Hamad Bin Khalifa University. Other attendees, instrumental in shaping our
understanding, included:

1. Dr. Mohamed Zein Al-Abidin - Head of the Cultural Sector.

2. Dr. Najib Al-Ghathian - Director of the Cultural Capitals Department.

3. Dr. Ahmed Saeed Weld Abah - Director of National Committees and Bureaus.

4. Ambassador Khaled Fath Al-Rahman Omar - Director of the Cultural Dialogue Center.
5. Mr. Mohamed Al-Hadi Al-Sahili - Director of Legal Affairs.

6. Dr. Salem Al-Habsi - Director of Organizations.

During this meeting, Abdelaziz, the chief evaluator of the program, presented invaluable insights. His focus
group discussion checklist served as a discussion beacon, categorizing the program’s strengths, challenges, and
potential trajectories. Osman’s recent patticipation in the "Towards Renewing Cultural Work in the Islamic
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World" conference in Doha was also acknowledged. This conference delved deep into "Mechanisms for the
Development of UNESCO's Capitals of Culture Program in the Islamic World."

EXPLORATORY ANALYSIS - FRAMING ISESCO AND ITS PROGRAMS
Historical Contextual Background

The preceding sections of this analysis have provided a comprehensive examination of the Islamic World
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), offering insights into their historical significance, core mandates, areas
of focus, and approaches to intercultural and interfaith cooperation. This in-depth comparative analysis builds
upon this foundation:

e 1. Historical Significance:  Understanding the historical origins of ISESCO and UNESCO is
fundamental to appreciating their missions and roles today. UNESCO, established in the aftermath of World
War IIin 1945, was created with the overarching objective of promoting international cooperation in education,
science, and culture to advance global peace through knowledge exchange [19]. In contrast, ISESCO, founded
in 1981, serves as the Islamic counterpart to UNESCO, with a specific focus on strengthening collaboration
among Islamic nations in education, science, and culture while preserving Islamic heritage and values [20]. This
historical context provides the backdrop for the subsequent comparative analysis El Dessouky (2023).

* Clarity in Mandates and Objectives: The analysis has effectively highlighted the core mandates and
objectives of both organizations. UNESCO's constitution, emphasizing cultural diversity, equality among
nations, and the significant role of education, has been accurately portrayed [21]. Similatly, ISESCO's objective
to enhance cooperation among Islamic countries, safeguard Islamic culture, promote the Arabic language, and
support research and innovation has been well-defined [22]. These descriptions offer a comprehensive
understanding of the fundamental missions of UNESCO and ISESCO.

* Distinctive Areas of Focus: The analysis adeptly illustrates UNESCO's global perspective,
encompassing a broad spectrum of cultural, scientific, and educational domains [23]. It effectively contrasts this
with ISESCO's specific concentration on Islamic culture, heritage, education, the Arabic language, scientific
research, and the dissemination of Islamic values [24]. This section successfully underscores the differing
ptiorities and areas of emphasis between the two organizations.

* Contrast in Interfaith Cooperation: The comparative analysis highlights a significant divergence in
approaches to interfaith cooperation between UNESCO and ISESCO. UNESCO is characterized by a broader
approach, primarily promoting intercultural dialogue without exclusive concentration on interfaith cooperation
[25]. In contrast, ISESCO places a strong emphasis on proactive engagement in interfaith cooperation,
particulatly within the Islamic world [26]. This distinction effectively demonstrates their contrasting approaches
to religious dialogue.

* Key Comparative Analysis: The comparative analysis reinforces the pivotal roles played by both
ISESCO and UNESCO in promoting intercultural understanding, celebrating cultural diversity, and nurturing
peaceful coexistence on a global scale [27]. The distinction in their areas of specialization is underscored, with
UNESCO maintaining a broader international focus and ISESCO concentrating on Islamic culture [28]. This
section effectively underscores their significant contributions to advancing inter-civilization dialogue and
mutual respect in today's interconnected world [29].

This comprehensive comparative analysis serves to provide a detailed understanding of ISESCO and
UNESCO, shedding light on their distinctive missions, areas of focus, and contributions to global cooperation
and understanding. It offers valuable insights into their roles in fostering cultural diversity, interfaith dialogue,
and peace on the international stage.

Contributions of Capitals of Islamic Culture to Sustainable Development Goals

In 2021, Doha celebrated its status as the Capital of Islamic Culture, with a focus on promoting intercultural
dialogue and coexistence [30]. Notable projects included programs for children at the Minaretein Mosque,
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initiatives for youth by Qatar Foundation, seminars, and workshops on Arabic calligraphy at the Minaretein
Mosque, activities organized by the Qut'anic Botanic Garden, and seminars on marriage's role in Arab and
Islamic culture held by the Doha International Family Institute. These projects aimed to foster cultural
understanding and engagement. Preparations for Doha's designation were ussed in a meeting between ICESCO
and Qatari officials in November 2020, with a proposed launch date of January 16, 2021, considering the
possibility of virtual activities due to the pandemic" (ICESCO, 2020).

Qatar National Library organized events that explored the Prophet's biography, Eid celebrations worldwide,
Qur'anic manuscripts, and virtual reality for heritage preservation ICESCO, 2020).

Egypt's experience in hosting Cairo as the Capital of Islamic Culture in 2022 showcased a diverse range of
cultural activities and events, emphasizing the city's cultural significance [31]. Key institutions played roles in
preserving and celebrating Egypt's heritage, promoting cultural exchange, and fostering international
cooperation. This included documenting heritage, highlighting festive aspects of Ramadan, organizing cultural
programs, celebrating World Heritage Day, and hosting various cultural events and conferences" (ICESCO,
2021).

Guinea Bissau's expetience as the African region's Capital of Islamic Culture in 2019 highlighted its
commitment to highlighting cultural contributions and values [32]. The evaluation findings from vatious
Capitals of Islamic Culture demonstrate their significant role in promoting dialogue, expanding educational
opportunities, and safeguarding cultural heritage. These initiatives are in alighment with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), specifically those related to advancing cultural diversity, ensuring the quality of
education, and fostering inclusive societies. Ongoing evaluations will continue to assess the lasting impact of
these efforts on achieving these SDGs and enhancing the cultural richness of member states ICESCO, 2019).

Explanatory Aspect: Impact of ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program

the Islamic Wotld Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization ICESCO)'s Remarkable Achievements
in Education, Culture, and Development: An Extensive Review

ICESCO, the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, stands as a beacon of progress
and collaboration, not only within the Islamic world but also on the global stage. Its unwavering commitment
to advancing education, culture, and sustainable development has led to a series of remarkable
accomplishments. In this comprehensive review, we delve deeply into ICESCO's noteworthy achievements:

* Preservation of Islamic Heritage: ICESCO has proactively identified and recognized 237 Islamic
World Heritage Sites. This recognition serves as a celebration of the rich cultural and historical legacy of the
Islamic world while playing a vital role in preserving these invaluable treasures. ICESCO's dedication to
safeguarding cultural heritage shines through in its efforts.

* Knowledge Dissemination: The impact of ICESCO reverberates through the organization of a
staggering 5,000 events, including conferences, training sessions, workshops, and symposia. These events foster
intellectual exchange and collaboration, actively promoting the sharing of knowledge and ideas.

* Impactful Outreach: Annually, ICESCO's initiatives directly benefit approximately 100,000
individuals, leaving a positive mark on the lives and communities across the Islamic world. Whether through
educational programs or cultural activities, ICESCO's work touches a substantial portion of the population.

* Intellectual Contributions: ICESCO's unwavering commitment to knowledge is evident in its
authorship, translation, and review of 1,200 books and studies. These contributions enrich educational
resources, making valuable information accessible to a broader audience. By producing and disseminating these
materials, ICESCO actively promotes intellectual growth and scholarship.

e Support for Research: Recognizing the pivotal role of research in driving progress, ICESCO has
provided 3,580 study and research grants. This support empowers scholars and researchers to explore
innovative solutions and contribute to scientific advancements.
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* Global Cooperation: With 54 member states and a geographical reach spanning four regions, ICESCO
has forged 300 cooperation agreements. These agreements facilitate collaborative efforts towards shared
objectives. ICESCO's ability to bring nations and organizations together underscores its role as a unifying force
in the pursuit of education, culture, and development.

* Collectively, these achievements underscore ICESCO's profound impact on the cultural, educational,
and scientific landscape, both within the Islamic world and beyond. Through its multifaceted initiatives, the
organization consistently demonstrates its dedication to fostering cooperation, enriching knowledge, and
promoting the heritage of the Islamic world.

* ICESCO serves as a catalyst for positive change, leaving an indelible mark on the preservation of
cultural heritage, the dissemination of knowledge, and the promotion of collaboration among nations. For more
detailed information on ICESCO's accomplishments and ongoing initiatives, please refer to their official
website [ICESCO Official Website] (https://icesco.org/en/). This extensive review reaffirms ICESCO's
exceptional contributions to the global community.

ICESCO's Proficient and Impactful Social Media Presence

ICESCO, the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, highlights its dedication to
engaging with its audience and advancing its mission in education, science, and culture through effective
utilization of various social media platforms. A comprehensive analysis of ICESCO's social media endeavors
reveals several key points:

ICESCO's Twitter account, @ICESCO_Ar, serves as a vital communication channel for the organization's
core mission in education, science, and culture [33]. The strategic translation of the bio into multiple languages
exemplifies its commitment to expanding its reach while emphasizing inclusivity and accessibility. The
incorporation of regional information within the bio fosters a sense of connection among its followers.

ICESCO's robust social media presence is evidenced by its 8,665 Twitter followers, indicating an active and
engaged online community deeply invested in its mission. The ICESCO YouTube channel, boasting 6.97K
subscribers and 1.4K videos [34], demonstrates the organization's adept use of visual content to effectively
convey information. Furthermore, the substantial following of 233K on Facebook and 33.8K on Instagram
underscores ICESCO's proficiency in capturing attention actross diverse platforms [35]. Notably, the
considerable number of YouTube video views, totaling 1.019M, reflects a commendable engagement rate with
its multimedia content.

The broad and diverse follower base ICESCO has amassed across multiple platforms underscores its success
in reaching an audience with a genuine interest in its educational and cultural objectives. The high number of
YouTube views attests to the effective dissemination of educational and cultural content, highlighting the
success of its multimedia initiatives. Engagement across Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter reflects the
audience's authentic enthusiasm for ICESCO's content, seamlessly aligning with its overarching mission.

ICESCO's presence on platforms like Flickr and Vimeo enhances its content distribution strategy, catering to
an audience with a penchant for visual content. Moreover, the sharing of videos on other platforms, even with
smaller followings, underscores the organization's commitment to diverse content sharing and its ability to
effectively reach distinct segments of its audience.

Maintaining a consistent posting schedule across platforms ensures regular and meaningful communication
with its audience. The strategic use of hashtags and keywords amplifies content visibility and overability,
facilitating users' access to pertinent information. Additionally, the integration of visual content actross
platforms bolsters the sustainability of its engagement and messaging, captivating the audience through
multimedia formats.

ICESCO upholds a unified brand identity across all platforms, establishing a strong visual presence and
reinforcing recognition among its audience. The concise and clear platform descriptions emphasize the
organization's mission and its pivotal role as the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization, ensuring swift comprehension of its purpose and objectives.
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In conclusion, ICESCO highlights a highly effective and influential presence across various social media
platforms. The organization excels in engaging a diverse audience, proficiently disseminating educational and
cultural content, and maintaining a consistent and cohesive online identity. These efforts not only elevate
ICESCO's online visibility but also play an integral role in advancing its global mission.

ICESCO's Cultural Celebrations and Achieved Activities

Delving into the robust efforts made by ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program, which aims to recognize and
applaud the cultural accomplishments of chosen cities, we observe a spectrum of initiatives undertaken. These
endeavors offer a multifaceted perspective on the program's imprint on education, science, and culture.

. Cultural Conferences and Symposia: Such events function as knowledge hubs, probing into
the cultural past, scientific advancements, and key personalities of the selected city. Through dialogue, they
provide an encompassing petspective on the city's rich cultural legacy.

* Cultural Fairs and Exhibitions: Organizing these events showcases the vibrant culture of the chosen
city. Exhibitions include a vast range of artifacts, revealing the city's evolution in agriculture and its archeological
significance.

* Event Signage: By integrating detailed signages, the events become more user-friendly, guiding
participants on what to anticipate and enhancing their overall experience.

* Guided Tours: These curated tours allow attendees a first-hand experience of the city's cultural
epicenter, encompassing historically rich sites and institutions.

* Handicraft Fairs: Spotlighting local craftsmanship, these fairs champion the preservation of traditional
arts, ensuring their continuation through generations.

* Cultural and Artistic Gatherings: Incorporating events like poetry readings, theater acts, and art displays
transforms the program into an immersive cultural journey, deeply connecting attendees to the essence of the
city.

¢ Open House Sessions: By opening institutional doors, participants get a chance to delve into the wealth
of knowledge these places offer, enhancing their understanding of civilizational contributions.

* Young Artist Initiatives: Supporting budding artists in their creative pursuits ensures the future
vibrancy of cultural endeavors. Recognizing both past and present cultural contributors inspire the next
generation to contribute their own legacies.

* A thorough examination of these undertakings seeks to measure their impact on promoting education,
science, and culture within the Islamic domain. This analysis aligns petfectly with the study's objectives, offering
profound insights into the program's results and its significance to ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program.

ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program, several crucial insights emerge:

* Maximize Inherent Strengths: The program's foundational strengths, such as diverse funding,
dedication to preserving culture, and inclusivity, must be amplified to establish a concrete presence both
domestically and globally.

¢ Directly Address Obstacles: For sustained growth, the program needs to confront its challenges head-
on. By devising strategic solutions, obstacles like financial issues or political hurdles can be navigated.

* Evolutionary Readiness: In the backdrop of fast-paced technological advancements and shifting
geopolitical scenarios, it's vital for the program to adapt swiftly. Infusing technological tools, like AR and VR,
can invigorate the cultural learning experience and extend its outreach.

* Prioritize Cultural Diplomacy: Emphasizing the program as a medium for global harmony and
understanding could elevate its stature on the international stage and deepen ties among member states.
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* ICESCO's Cultural Capitals Program is at a pivotal phase. With visionary planning and adaptive
strategies, it holds the potential to be a torchbearer of cultural amalgamation and dialogue in forthcoming years.

The Impact of the ICESCO's Program on Sustainable Development Goals

Through a rigorous evaluation and assessment, the profound influence of the Capitals of Islamic Culture
Program on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) comes to the forefront, underscoring its alignhment
with the overarching global sustainable development agenda. This comprehensive report meticulously delves
into the multifaceted contributions and remarkable achievements of the program, encompassing both direct
and indirect impacts on the SDGs. These insights vividly illustrate the program's significance in advancing a
more sustainable and harmonious world.

Contributions to SDGs: The evaluative findings distinctly unveil that the Capitals of Islamic Culture Program
directly engages with six key SDGs: education (SDG 4), innovation (SDG 9), sustainable communities (SDG
11), environmental awareness (SDG 13), peace (SDG 16), and partnerships (SDG 17). These explicit
engagements unequivocally demonstrate the program's steadfast commitment to addressing a diverse range of
global challenges. It is imperative to spotlight specific program activities and initiatives that have yielded positive
impacts on each of these SDGs.

Furthermore, the program's indirect contributions to cultural enrichment and collaboration should be duly
acknowledged. These elements are fundamental for holistic sustainable development. The program's role in
fostering cultural preservation and cross-cultural cooperation underscores its broader impact on SDGs that
promote inclusivity, tolerance, and the sharing of knowledge.

ICESCO's Dedication to SDGs: ICESCO's unwavering commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals
is evident through its substantial endeavors in addressing pressing global challenges. These endeavors
encompass poverty alleviation (SDG 1), reduction of inequality (SDG 10), mitigation of climate change and
environmental conservation (SDG 13), peacebuilding (SDG 16), and the facilitation of partnerships (SDG 17).

Moreovet, it is imperative to underscore the diverse array of initiatives and collaborative efforts undertaken by
ICESCO. These initiatives not only align with specific SDGs but also exemplify a comprehensive approach to
global sustainability. For instance, ICESCO's work in environmental conservation directly contributes to SDG
13, while its efforts in education and cultural preservation indirectly support several SDGs related to quality
education, cultural diversity, and community development.

Global Impact and Sustainability: It is paramount to emphasize that the contributions of ICESCO extend far
beyond regional and cultural-specific challenges. Their impact resonates globally. By actively engaging with
challenges such as poverty, inequality, and peace, ICESCO plays a pivotal role in advancing the SDGs on a
worldwide scale.

Monitoring and Adaptation: The report further delves into ICESCO's mechanisms for continuous monitoring
and adaptation of its program activities. This dynamic approach is essential to maintain the program's relevance
and effectiveness in an ever-evolving global context.

In conclusion, this comprehensive report intricately underscores the profound contribution and exceptional
achievements of the Capitals of Islamic Culture Program to the Sustainable Development Goals [35]. It
meticulously delineates both direct and indirect impacts, vividly highlighting how the program serves as a
catalyst for a more sustainable and harmonious wotld. ICESCO's dedication to a broad spectrum of SDGs and
its global influence firmly position it as a pivotal factor in nurturing global sustainability and catalyzing positive
change.

Table: Capitals of Islamic Culture Program's Contribution to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Program Activities Corresponding SDGs

Organizing Book Fairs SDG 4: Quality Education

Fostering creativity, encouraging innovators, revitalizing the cultural scene SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
Activities promoting sustainable cities and communities SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
Awareness activities related to environmental preservation SDG 13: Climate Action

Rehabilitation of institutions, art exhibitions, workshops, cultural events SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
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| Exchange of delegations and cultural partnerships | SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals

Challenges Encountered by the Capitals of Islamic Culture Programme

The Capitals of Islamic Culture Programme faces a set of challenges that are critical to address to prevent the
potential loss of a significant historical opportunity to preserve the cultural and human heritage of these cities.
These challenges represent substantial risks that need careful consideration.

One of the foremost challenges confronting the organization of the Islamic Cultural Capitals Festival is the
media challenge. It has been observed that many Islamic capitals that host this festival for an entire year do not
receive the attention and recognition they deserve, both within their regions and on a global scale. This lack of
visibility and awareness hampers the festival's objectives and potential impact.

To ensure the successful realization of the programme's intended outcomes, a pivotal step is the establishment
of a robust documentation system. Such a system is essential for the ongoing evaluation of the experiences of
the selected Capitals of Islamic Culture. By documenting these experiences and deriving valuable lessons
learned, the programme can better achieve its goals. This approach facilitates the introduction of the Islamic
cultural repository, presenting an authentic portrayal of Islamic civilization to the world. It goes further by
disseminating Islamic culture and revitalizing its content through the highlighting of the rich cultural diversity
within Islamic societies. This process promotes cross-cultural dialogue, the exchange of civilizational values,
and the fostering of coexistence among diverse peoples.

ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme Impact on Education, Science, and Culture in the
Islamic World

the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)'s Capitals of Culture
Programme, driven by its visionary approach, plays a pivotal role in reshaping the educational, scientific, and
cultural landscape within its member states. Through the designation of specific cities as cultural capitals, this
program goes beyond highlighting cultural heritage; it also ensures its preservation. Additionally, it actively
promotes intercultural dialogue and elevates global awareness of the wealth of Islamic civilizations.

ICESCO’s Program Impact on Education:

ICESCO is instrumental in facilitating knowledge exchange and capacity [36]. It upholds values rooted in
Islamic principles while preserving cultural diversity and identity ([37]. Furthermore, ICESCO actively engages
in research initiatives aligned with sustainable development priorities.

The Capitals of Culture Programme by ICESCO profoundly influences education by promoting core values
like peace, justice, and human rights [38]. It enhances educational experiences by emphasizing cultural diversity
and heritage preservation [39]. ICESCO's commitment to tesearch and sustainable development catalyzes the
evolution of educational paradigms within member states.

ICESCO’s Program Impact on Science: ICESCO extends its influence to advance science by fostering
collaboration among member states and international organizations [40]. The program adopts an interplanar
approach to encourage dialogue and knowledge sharing across scientific fields [41]. It actively supports the
development of research infrastructure, education, and technology transfer.

ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme significantly influences science by promoting cross-cultural
exchange of scientific knowledge [42]. Collaboration among experts from diverse backgrounds encourages
interplanar research. Investment in research infrastructure, technology transfer, and education enhances
scientific capacity within member states [43]. ICESCO's focus on sustainable development aligns with
addressing global scientific challenges.

ICESCO’s Program Impact on Culture: ICESCO plays a pivotal role in preserving and promoting cultural
diversity and identity among member states [44]. It actively fosters intercultural dialogue and engagement.
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Through the Capitals of Culture Programme, ICESCO supportts initiatives that highlight the cultural heritage
of Islamic civilizations.

In the realm of culture, ICESCO's programme safeguards cultural diversity and identity (Hosseini & Shiroodi,
2022). It serves as a catalyst for intercultural dialogue, promoting mutual understanding and cooperation.
Moreovert, the programme celebrates and preserves the cultural heritage of Islamic civilizations, contributing
to a broader appreciation of their cultural contributions.

The Capitals of Culture Program by ICESCO exerts a profound influence on the preservation of cultural
heritage, conservation of heritage, and cultural exchange within the Islamic world. By designating cultural
capitals and providing dedicated support for a diverse array of cultural activities, ICESCO actively promotes
the richness of Islamic civilizations and cultivates intercultural dialogues among member states.

ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program stands as a dynamic catalyst for the protection of cultural heritage, the
promotion of education, and the advancement of science across the Islamic world. Through the selection of
cultural capitals and robust backing for a wide spectrum of cultural initiatives, ICESCO enriches the cultural
tapestry of Islamic civilizations, fosters lively intercultural course, and plays a pivotal role in safeguarding the
cultural identity and heritage within its member states.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

In this comparative overview of the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(ICESCO) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) programs,
find that these two organizations play significant roles in addressing global challenges related to cultural diversity
and coexistence.

Foundation and Purpose: UNESCO  was established in 1945 with a focus on promoting international
collaboration in education, science, and culture, emphasizing justice, the rule of law, and human rights.
ICESCO, founded in 1981, concentrates on enhancing cooperation among Islamic countries in education,
science, culture, and communication to support development and preserve Islamic heritage.

¢ Membership: UNESCO is open to all UN member states, boasting 195 member countries. ICESCO
comprises fifty-four member states from the Islamic world, along with several observer countries.

* Educational Programs: UNESCO  implements various educational initiatives, including the
UNITWIN program, which fosters cooperation between universities across borders. ICESCO  focuses on
educational activities within the Islamic world, particulatly in science and technology, teacher training, and
curriculum development.

* Cultural Preservation: UNESCO is renowned for its World Heritage Sites program, which designates
and protects culturally and historically significant sites wotldwide. ICESCO concentrates on preserving Islamic
cultural heritage, encompassing historical sites, manuscripts, and traditions.

* Inter-Civilizational Dialogue: UNESCO  has a global mandate for intercultural and interreligious
dialogue, aiming to bridge cultural gaps and promote mutual understanding. ICESCO  places special emphasis
on inter-civilizational and interfaith dialogue within the Islamic context, promoting tolerance and peace.

* Russia's Involvement: UNESCO  has active patticipation from Russia, contributing to various
programs and initiatives. ICESCO  includes Russia as an observer, recognizing its role in intercultural and
anticivilization dialogue.

* provides a concise overview of the roles and focuses of UNESCO and ICESCO, highlighting their
contributions to international cooperation, cultural preservation, and inter-civilizational dialogue. In-text
citations should be made accordingly, referencing the provided source [45]. as needed to support the
information presented.

e The historical background section provides essential context for understanding the origins and
missions of both ISESCO and UNESCO. It effectively conveys how UNESCO, founded in 1945 after World

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RELIGION 161



Analyzing ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program: Impacts on Education

War II, emerged with a mission focused on international collaboration in education, science, and culture, aiming
to promote peace through knowledge exchange [46].Meanwhile, ISESCO, established in 1981, is presented as
the Islamic counterpart to UNESCO, with a central focus on strengthening cooperation among Islamic nations
in education, science, and culture, and preserving Islamic heritage and values .This section effectively sets the
stage for the comparative analysis.

Mandates and Objectives: The section detailing the mandates and objectives of UNESCO and ISESCO
succinctly outlines their fundamental missions. UNESCO's constitution, emphasizing cultural diversity, equality
among nations, and the role of education, is accurately portrayed [47]. Likewise, ISESCO's objective to enhance
cooperation among Islamic countries, preserve Islamic culture, promote the Arabic language, and support
research and innovation is well-defined. These descriptions provide a clear understanding of the core goals of
both organizations.

Areas of Focus: The analysis delves into the areas of focus for UNESCO and ISESCO. UNESCO's global
perspective, covering a wide array of cultural, scientific, and educational issues, is accurately presented. It is
effectively contrasted with ISESCO's specific focus on Islamic culture, heritage, education, the Arabic language,
scientific research, and the dissemination of Islamic values. This section successfully highlights their differing
priorities.

Interfaith Cooperation: The section addressing interfaith cooperation underscores a notable contrast between
UNESCO and ISESCO. UNESCO's broader approach to promoting intercultural dialogue without exclusive
concentration on interfaith cooperation is accurately portrayed [48]. In contrast, ISESCO's proactive
engagement in interfaith cooperation, particularly within the Islamic world, is emphasized. This distinction
effectively highlights their differing approaches to religious dialogue.

It reiterates that both ISESCO and UNESCO play pivotal roles in promoting intercultural understanding,
celebrating cultural diversity, and cultivating peaceful coexistence on a global scale [49]. The distinction in their
areas of specialization, with UNESCO's broader international focus and ISESCO's concentration on Islamic
culture, is reiterated. The report effectively underscores their significant contributions to the promotion of
anticivilization dialogue and mutual respect in an interconnected.

SIMILARITIES

* Cultural Promotion: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme: ICESCO's programme aims to
promote and celebrate the rich cultural heritage and achievements of Islamic cities, fostering cultural exchange
and collaboration within the Islamic world.

*  UNESCO's Initiatives: UNESCO has various initiatives, including the World Heritage program and
the Creative Cities Network, which also focus on recognizing and preserving cultural heritage and promoting
cultural exchange at a global level.

*  Cultural Exchange: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme:  ICESCO encourages cultural
exchange and cooperation among Islamic cities, fostering a sense of unity and shared heritage.

e UNESCO's Initiatives: UNESCO facilitates cultural exchange and cooperation among cities
wortldwide through initiatives like the Creative Cities Network and the designation of World Heritage Cities.

*  Heritage Preservation: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme: ICESCO's programme includes
efforts to safeguard and promote the historical and architectural heritage of selected Islamic cities.

*  UNESCO's Initiatives: ~UNESCO places a strong emphasis on preserving cultural and historical
heritage through programs like the World Heritage program and the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.

Differences:

*  Geographic Scope: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme:  ICESCO's programme focuses
specifically on Islamic cities, with the aim of promoting Islamic culture and heritage.
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* UNESCO's Initiatives: ~ UNESCO's initiatives have a global reach, encompassing cities from all
regions and cultural backgrounds.

*  Cultural Emphasis:  ICESCO's Capitals of Cultute Programme:  ICESCO places a particular
emphasis on Islamic culture and heritage, celebrating the contributions of Islamic civilization.

¢ UNESCO's Initiatives: UNESCO's cultural initiatives have a more inclusive approach, recognizing
and preserving heritage from various civilizations and regions.

*  Program Specifics: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme:  ICESCO tailors its program to
highlight the unique cultural and historical aspects of each selected Islamic city.

* UNESCO's Initiatives: ~ UNESCO has a vatiety of cultural programs with different objectives,
including the preservation of architectural heritage and the promotion of creative industries.

* Language and Outreach: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme: ICESCO primarily operates
in Arabic and English, reflecting the linguistic diversity of its member states.

*  UNESCO's Initiatives: UNESCO operates in multiple official languages, including English, French,
Spanish, Russian, Arabic, and Chinese, to ensure global inclusivity.

*  Funding and Resources: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme: ICESCO's funding primarily
comes from member state contributions, which may limit the scale of its initiatives.

. UNESCO's Initiatives: ~UNESCO receives funding from a larger number of member states and
has a more extensive budget.

Findings, Challenges, and Recommendations for ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program
FINDINGS

* Cultural Significance: ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Program holds significant cultural and
civilizational value, promoting intercultural dialogue and celebrating the rich heritage of Islamic cities.

* Potential for Collaboration: There is a potential for enhanced collaboration with UNESCO and other
international organizations to leverage resources and expertise for broader cultural preservation and promotion.

* Inclusivity and Sustainability: Ensuring inclusivity, gender equality, and social inclusion within the
program is vital for its sustainability and relevance.

* Capacity Building: Investing in capacity-building programs for local communities in selected cities
empowers them to actively participate in cultural preservation and promotion.

CHALLENGES

* Resource Constraints: Scarce financial and human resources in some regions can lead to underfunded
and understaffed programs, affecting their quality and reach.

* Cultural Diversity: The diverse cultural backgrounds within Islamic cities require tailored approaches
to ensure inclusivity and success.

e Data Collection and Monitoring: Fragile political situations may impede data collection and
monitoring, affecting the ability to measure program impact.

¢ Community Engagement: Building trust and community engagement in some areas may necessitate
additional outreach efforts for program success and sustainability.

Recommendations:

* Enhanced Collaboration:  Strengthen collaboration with UNESCO and other international
organizations to leverage expertise and resources for broader cultural preservation and promotion efforts.
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* Expanded Geographic Reach: Consider expanding the program's scope beyond Islamic cities to
engage with cities from diverse cultural backgrounds, promoting intercultural dialogue and understanding.

* Inclusivity: Ensure that the program's initiatives are inclusive, involving diverse communities and
promoting gender equality and social inclusion.

* Sustainable Development Integration: Further align the program with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) to maximize its contribution to global sustainable development efforts.

* Capacity Building: Invest in capacity-building programs for local communities in selected cities to
empower them to actively participate in cultural preservation and promotion.

ICESCO’s Funding and Resources Framework

ICESCO, a pivotal institution under the aegis of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), emphasizes
education, science, culture, and communication within the Islamic nations. Based on the official data provided
in 2023, ICESCO primarily depends on multiple financial avenues. These are: member state contributions,
philanthropic inputs from individuals and entities, and joint initiatives with partner organizations [50]. A case
in point: In 2021, ICESCO joined hands with the Palestinian National Commission for Education, Culture,
and Science, endorsing nine distinctive projects in Palestine.

The organization's monetary sources and alliances are indispensable for the realization of its wide-ranging
missions throughout the Islamic domain, determining the overall influence and efficiency of ICESCO.

Budgeting Framework:

. ICESCO's budgetaty cycle is quartile, effective from the start to the close of the calendar year,
contingent on the green light from the General Conference, adhering to ICESCO's fiscal guidelines.

. Post each fiscal year-end, the General Directorate is tasked with formulating an annual budget and
financial closure report, destined for the Executive Council. This report sheds light on budgetary deployments
and offers insights into the fiscal wrap-up.

Resource Spectrum:
ICESCO's funding reservoir includes:

a. Member State inputs, pegged to their respective financial commitments to the OIC's budget, subject to any
modifications by the General Conference.

b. Capital obtained via cooperative accords with other stakeholders.

c. financial endowments and gifts from both member and non-member entities, ensuring they resonate with
ICESCO's charter and goals. Declinations, if any, by the Executive Council, are subsequently tabled at the
General Conference, buttressed by relevant reasoning.

d. Revenues stemming from merchandising of publications and specific ICESCO-centric services.
e. Resources from waqf, regulated by its operational framework.
Budgetary Design:

* ICESCO's fiscal plan spans four years, dissected annually for efficacious budget execution as ratified
by the General Conference.

* The budget holistically encompasses all fiscal inflows and outflows, indexed to ICESCO's myriad
ventures. Expenditure projections stem from activity-specific requisites, juxtaposed against projected revenues.

* Budgetary blueprints factor in ICESCO's organizational architecture and program uniqueness.

* Budgetary line items span categories, sub-categories, specific heads, and, if mandated, sub-heads.
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* Both income and expenditure estimates are denominated in the universally accepted US dollar
currency.

* The budgetary course is supplemented with a detailed explanatory note, possibly furnished by the
Director General. This covers Member States' financial footprints and, if mandated, the rationale behind
deviations from the strategic road map.

Budgetary Submission Workflow:

* The Director General helms the draft budget formulation, post which it's tabled before the Executive
Council, and then ushered to the General Conference for ratification.

* Post Executive Council scrutiny, the draft, complemented by requisite documentation and expenditure
analytics vis-a-vis prior fiscal year data, is relayed to Member States a couple of months prior to the General
Conference.

Resource Financing:

1. The budgetary funding is sourced from:

. Financial commitments from Member States
. Unused funds carried forward from the preceding fiscal year
. Financial endowments, real estate assets, institutional gifts, and personal donations, contingent

on their alignment with ICESCO's vision. Unmarked donations find their way into a "Miscellaneous Receipts"
repository.

d) Assets from ICESCO's wagqf, steered by its intrinsic guidelines.
2. For states inducting into ICESCO mid-fiscal, the full annual contribution remains due for that fiscal span.

RESULTS

1. Promotion and Preservation of Culture

The synthesis of both academic research and insights gleaned from the 2023 Cultural Capitals Program meeting
establishes an unassailable foundation for the essential role of cultural preservation. Notably, the meeting
presented international cultural exchanges as not merely beneficial but as pivotal in the broader context of
cultural economics and educational frameworks. Institutions such as museums were highlighted as not just
repositories of history, but as dynamic platforms for cultural dialogue and economic vitality.

2. Challenges and Forward Pathways

The hurdles in realizing these high-potential ventures cannot be understated. The 2023 assembly made it amply
clear that challenges related to funding and technological advancements are ubiquitous and need to be addressed
head-on. These concerns are not peripheral but are central to the ethos and objectives of the program.

3. Diversity and Inclusivity

A particular strength of the meeting was its highlighting of the importance of diversity and inclusivity. This
focus aligns remarkably well with existing research advocating for the broadening of the program’s geographical
scope. It begs the question—what is the potential for an Islamic initiative to become a truly global endeavor?

4. Technology and Sustainability

The unanimous sentiment of both the meeting and supporting research was the imperative incorporation of
technology into cultural preservation strategies. This isn't a matter of mere modernization but of sustainability.
For these strategies to remain pertinent, there must be alignment with the platforms and mediums most relevant
to today's global citizenty, patticulatly younger generations.

5. Governance and Organizational Dynamics
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Governance emerged as a strong theme during the meeting, inextricably linked to the program's aspirations for
diplomatic outreach and engagement. This observation is backed by pre-existing academic studies which focus
on the importance of transparent governance in similar international programs.

6. Outreach and Amplification

The research cotroborated the meeting's consensus that the program's outreach strategies require radical
rethinking. Whether by diving into lesser-known cultural pockets or by scaling operations into broader
geographical settings, expansion is the need of the hour.

7. Engagement of Youth and Grassroots Mobilization

DISCUSSION

The key findings from both the research and the 2023 meeting construct a comprehensive landscape of the
challenges and opportunities facing ICESCO’s Cultural Capitals Program. It is from this vantage point that we
can put forth an informed series of recommendations, each serving as a pathway toward greater impact,
effectiveness, and sustainability.

Recommendations for Enhancing the Impact, Effectiveness, and Sustainability

- Alignment with SDGs: Given the intersection of the program’s focus areas with multiple United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, it would be a missed opportunity not to formalize this alignment. By doing
so, ICESCO can not only amplify its global resonance but also attract partnerships and funding geared towards
these universally recognized objectives.

- Inclusive Practices: Current research posits that inclusivity isn’t just morally just but strategically astute. By
broadening its cultural aperture to include marginalized and Indigenous communities, ICESCO can foster a
deeper, more meaningful impact. This is a natural extension of its core mission of unity and cooperation among
member states.

- Capacity Building: Empowering local communities goes beyond short-term gains; it ensures the long-term
viability and sustainability of cultural preservation efforts. Capacity-building initiatives, from skill development
to educational programs, can be vital in transferring ownership to those most deeply connected to the culture
being preserved.

- Monitoring and Evaluation: Without robust metrics and iterative evaluations, any program risks stagnation.
This isn't just a matter of accountability but of adaptability. By consistently monitoring key petformance
indicators, ICESCO can ensure that its strategies evolve in real-time, responding to changing circumstances
and needs.

- Collaboration with UNESCO and Other Organizations: Partnership-building is seldom a one-way street. Not
only can ICESCO tap into the broader cultural preservation ecosystem, but it can also contribute its unique
insights and methodologies. This mutual exchange not only enriches all parties involved but amplifies the scale
and impact of their collective efforts.

- Expanded Outreach: The program’s current successes should serve not as a conclusion but as a platform for
further growth. Research suggests that there’s immense potential in widening the program’s geographical scope,
thereby increasing its cultural and diplomatic footprint.

- Multilingual Communication: As a program under the purview of an international body, the implementation
of multilingual communication strategies is essential. This is not merely a nod to diversity but an operational
imperative.

CONCLUSION

The comprehensive analysis of the Cultural Capitals Program Meeting, helmed by Professor Mustafa Osman,
emerged not only as a reflective mirror to the current state of affairs in the Cultural Capitals Program but also
as a beacon of light, illuminating the path forward. The dialogue established between key decision-makers,
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experts, and stakeholders encapsulated the intertwined relationship between culture, economic growth, and
diplomacy.

As we decipher the essence of the meeting, several themes take center stage. At its core, the program is not
metely about showcasing the rich tapestry of Islamic culture; it's about harnessing this cultural wealth as a
dynamic force for development, unity, and international understanding. The emphasis on funding
diversification, technological adoption, and sustainability underscores a progressive and forward-thinking
approach, which aligns with global standards and practices.

Furthermore, the missions reinforced the value of inclusivity and the active involvement of youth. In a world
increasingly driven by young voices, it's invigorating to obsetrve the program's alignment with this global shift.
The emphasis on the role of smaller cities and rural areas is a testament to the program's commitment to ensute
no voice is left unheard, no cultural expression forgotten.

Beyond the programmatic intricacies, this meeting highlighted the crucial role of culture in diplomacy. In an
era riddled with political intricacies and global challenges, the program serves as a bridge of unity, fostering
mutual respect and understanding among diverse nations.

In conclusion, the 2023 Cultural Capitals Program Meeting is emblematic of a renaissance in the world of
cultural exchange and diplomacy. By crystallizing the challenges, celebrating the successes, and charting the
path forward, the dialogue has equipped ICESCO's Capitals of Culture Programme with the tools and vision
to be a paragon of excellence in the world of cultural initiatives. This meeting will be remembered not just for
its robust missions, but for its reaffirmation of culture's transformative power in shaping our shared global
destiny.
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