International Journal of Religion

2024

Volume: 5| Number 7 | pp. 30 — 44

ISSN: 2633-352X (Print) | ISSN: 2633-3538 (Online)

jor.co.uk
DOIL: https://doi.org/10.61707 /qiw9a752

Exploratory Factor Analysis of Influences on Social Integration and Religious
Practice Among Catholic Students: Evidence from Hanoi- Vietham

Ha Vu Thi'

Abstract

The study contributes to the existing knowledge by introducing how various factors determine religions commitment and practices among Catholic
students in Hanoi, VVietnam, an under-studied region in academic literature. In this gap, the research study investigates the impact of social
support networks, cultnral identity, educational environment, and social integration on the students’ religiosity. The study method is justified, as
the researcher employed a well-constructed questionnaire based on previous literature and expert consultations. Thus, the collected data from a
stratified random sample of 200 university students in Hanoi over 2020-2022 was analyzed through Structural Equation Modelling (SEM).
The study's findings show a positive relationship between social support networks, cultural identity, educational environment, and the dependent
variable of religions commitment to the students. Moreover, there is a positive relationship between the dependent and independent variables, as
noted in the first significant correlation. These results help bridge the gap and provide practical implications for educators and religions leaders in
approaching Vietnamese youth. This can assist their overall spiritual health and help them engage effectively in religious and educational practices
in Vietnamese society.

Keywords: Religions Commitment, Social Support Networks, Cultural 1dentity, Edncational Environment, Social Integration, Catholic
students

INTRODUCTION

In an age of rapidly changing socio-economic structures and growing complexities of identity formation, young
adults’ interest in social integration and religious adherence becomes particulatly relevant (Hoang et al., 2023).
This interest is further enhanced in the case of Hanoi, Vietnam, as the co-dependency between traditional value
systems, religious beliefs, and modern influences play a significant role in the lives of Catholic students (Labbe
et al, 2022; Nguyen & Duchere, 2023). Vietnam’s capital, known for its culturally rich experience and
urbanizing forces, could represent a unique background where researchers can analyze how young Catholics
respond to the challenges and opportunities of maintaining their beliefs and socially integrating into the religious
community in a broader socio-cultural context (Nguyen & Duchere, 2023). However, the exploration of such
aspects, conducted mainly in a quantitative manner, may be insufficient, and there is a growing research gap
that this study seeks to address (Hoang et al., 2023). Vietnam’s experience modernizing and integrating into
global processes has demonstrated substantial shifts in many socio-cultural areas, including religious practice
and social conduct. For Catholic students in Hanoi, these changes are not external but intrinsic to their being
and reflect on their choices, relationships, and forms of community engagement (Truong & Tran, 2014; Yun
et al,, 2022). The core value of this research is its capacity to offer a more profound understanding of how
religious adherence co-exists with social activity in the face of rapid socio-cultural transformations. Therefore,
the study’s value translates into broader implications for the community’s functioning, the individual’s
development, and intercultural dialogue.

Given the importance of religious identity and social integration in contemporary societies, it is critical to note
that the available literature often lacks an analysis of such phenomena from a quantitative point of view,
specifically regarding particular religious groups. As Casey (2017) noted, most published work sets to generalize
across all religious identities or uses qualitative methodologies with low scalability and generalization powers.
Although qualitative studies provide valuable insight, they are often insufficient to reveal the true scope of the
discussed issues. Moreover, while such studies can inform further quantitative research, they often lack
methodological precision, thus limiting the potential for expanded inquiry. Thus, the lack of quantitative
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research focused on Catholic students in Vietnam represents a significant limitation in understanding how these
individuals balance their religious views with the challenges and opportunities of modern urban life (Edwards
et al.,, 2023). The general purpose of this study is to apply a quantitative methodology to systematically examine
and quantify the significant factors contributing to the social integration and religious practice of Catholic
students in Vietnam (Moschella, 2023). This way, the study will employ empirical data that can be analyzed to
identify patterns, correlations, and possible causal factors. Thus, this attempt aims to advance the discourse on
religion and society and provide practical insights for policy-making, educational planning, and community
development programs oriented toward the needs of young Catholics in an urban environment. It is based on
the assumption that Catholic students’ experiences of religion and social life in the capital of Vietnam are
multifactorial and multi-dimensional. Personal beliefs and family background may influence circumstances, the
school environment, and social expectations. A quantitative approach is suitable because it allows the researcher
to assemble a . . . According to the available data, there is a chronic lack of quantitative studies on how these
and other factors affect Catholic young people’s experiences of religion in a patticular setting.

The potential impact of this research is far-reaching and applicable to various fields. Educators and academic
institutions can utilize this data to design curricula and support services that respect religious diversity and foster
social inclusivity. Religious leaders and communities can use this information as a roadmap to develop youth
programs that resonate with the experiences and challenges of modern youth. Policymakers can leverage the
research findings to ensure that the needs and contributions of religious minorities are taken into account in
formulating socially inclusive policies. In essence, by enhancing the understanding of the interplay between
spiritual experience and socialization, this research contributes to creating a more cohesive, tolerant, and
empathetic society.

LITERATURE REVIEWS

Social support networks are an intrinsic part of the human social experience that provides emotional,
informational, and instrumental support (Berkman & Glass, 2000). This collective is also essential in shaping
and maintaining religious beliefs and practices. As stated by Rini (2022), religious commitment is not merely
individual-based but is heavily influenced by the community of believers in which a person is immersed. Social
and cultural interactions support and enforce religious norms and expectations. Aral's (20106) theory of strength
of weak ties further explains the importance of collective support systems. According to scholars, even the
most peripheral interactions fundamentally impact individuals’ opinions and feelings and lead to, among other
things, the cultivation of religious connection (Trickett & Jones, 2007). A study by Rajkumar et al. (2022)
revealed a correlation between social support and religious commitment. Lim and Putnam (2010) reported a
higher level of satisfaction with their life among religious communities due to a strong sense of community. T

he empirical evidence suggests that social relationships, not just the spiritual factor of religious involvement,
are critical in manifesting commitment (Lim & Putnam, 2010). Considering youth and religion, the results of
Regnerus, focusing on American teenagers, support these findings (Regnerus, 2003). Teens with a firm reliance
on their families and spiritual communities have a higher commitment rate (Lim & Putnam, 2010). These results
confirm the vital role of social culture in shaping and supporting religious beliefs among young people (Shohet,
2010). The cultural environment of Vietnam is one of the specifics in exploring social support networks and
religious commitment. Given the collectivist nature of Vietnamese society, it is presumable that social networks
within the Catholic community in Hanoi are the foundation for the religious commitment of students (Hoang
et al., 2023). The interactions of these networks provide emotional and spiritual support. Moreover, social
connections reflect and embody the religious identity that is formed and committed by a person.

Based on the literature reviewed, we propose Hypothesis 1 (H1): Social support networks positively and meaningfully
impact religions commitment among Catholic students in Hanoz, 1 ietnam.

The social identity theory offers a theoretical basis for the influence of cultural identity on religious
commitments (Stets & Burke, 2000). The cultural identity theory is a concept in which individuals are proud
and gain high self-estimation as members of unique cultures, such as religious ones (Kitayama et al., 1995).
Cultural practices are a valuable shield to protect and preserve social norms and values (Sam & Berry, 2010).
The theory claims that the stronger one identifies with his or her cultural practices, the stronger the hold its
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social norms and practices will have over them (Foucault, 2013). Foucault further argues that culture affirms
religious practices, defining it as a societal culture that is an entrapment system of one’s knowledge and
perception of the world (Edgell, 2012). Thus, culture could be another mediator of cultural identity influencing
religious commitments. Several studies have been conducted to ascertain the psychological validity of the
relationship between cultural identity and artistic religious practices (Beit-Hallahmi & Argyle, 2014). Reacher
on cultural psychology reports that people strongly adhere to religious practices in a heterogeneous society,
especially those with excellent adherence to the practice of expressing art. Thus, research on cultural identity
could help study the impact of religious practices on the religious commitment of Catholic students in Hanoi.
The relationship between cultural identity and religious commitment has become a more sensitive issue in the
majestic land of Vietnam, with diverse and rich cultural and religious traditions. Catholics’ religious practice is
culturally correlated with Vietnamese practice (Ngo et al., 2015; Nguyen, 2019). Vu et al. (2023) confirm that
cultural identity builds faithful identity and is centered on great Vietnamese practice. Thus, In studying the
Vietnamese case, Nguyen (2019) revealed the possible role of cultural identity in the religious commitment of
the students.

Drawing from the reviewed literature, we propose Hypothesis 2 (H2): Cultural identity positively and meaningfully
impacts religions commitment among Catholic students in Hanoi, Vietnanm.

The educational environment influencing religious commitment can be linked to Bronfenbrennet's ecological
systems theory (Ryan, 2001), which posits that an individual's development is affected by various environmental
systems. The microsystem, which includes institutions like schools, directly impacts an individual's development
(Eccles & Roeser, 2015). Schools, as microsystems, can significantly influence students' religious beliefs and
practices through the values they promote, the social interactions they facilitate, and the sense of community
they foster (King, 2019).

Akers and Jennings (2015) also provide a framework for understanding this relationship, suggesting that
individuals learn behaviors, norms, and values through observing and imitating role models within their social
environment, including teachers and peers in educational settings.

Research has demonstrated that schools with a strong religious or moral ethos can reinforce students' religious
beliefs and practices. A study by Regnerus (2000) in the United States found that students attending religiously
affiliated schools were likelier to report higher levels of religious engagement and commitment than their
counterparts in non-religious schools (Semplonius et al., 2015). Ebstyne King and Furrow (2008) highlighted
the positive impact of religious education on students' moral and ethical development, suggesting a link between
educational environments and spiritual commitment.

The relationship between educational environments and religious commitment has been studied less in the
Vietnamese context, particularly among Catholic students (Bankston & Zhou, 1995). However, the general
importance of education in shaping values and beliefs in Vietnamese culture suggests that educational settings
could significantly influence students' religious commitment (Regnerus, 2003). This influence may manifest
through integrating moral and ethical teachings aligned with Catholic values, spiritual symbols, and activities
within the school and encouraging community service and social engagement, reflecting Catholic social
teachings (Eick & Ryan, 2014).

For Catholic students in Hanoi, the educational environment may setve as a crucial arena for exploring and
reinforcing their religious identity (Ung, 2023). Schools and universities that acknowledge and support religious
diversity, provide opportunities for spiritual expression, and foster an inclusive community may positively
influence students' commitment to their faith (Waheed et al., 2010). This is patticulatly relevant in a socio-
cultural context like Vietnam's, where religious practices are deeply intertwined with cultural identity and
community life.

Based on the literature reviewed, we propose Hypothesis 3 (H3): The educational environment positively and meaningfully
impacts religions commitment among Catholic students in Hanoi, 1 ietnam.
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Durkheim’s classical sociological theory regarding the functions of religion explains the importance of social
integration for the maintenance of religious communities and individual religiosity Durkheim (1912). In his
views, outlined in his book on suicide in 1912, religion functions as a social semen that brings people together
(Herrera et al., 2023). At the same time, it may be inferred that more social integration into the religious
community can lead to more outstanding individual commitment to the faith (Lim & Putnam, 2010). This
relationship can be further clarified by the concept of social capital, as outlined by Herrera et al. (2023).
Semplonius et al. (2015) argue that social networks and the principles of reciprocity and trust born of them are
crucial aspects of community and societal well-being. Applied to the understanding of religiosity, it may be
suggested that greater social integration into religious and social networks will increase an individual’s adherence
to faith since they rely on the support and shared values of people tied to the same belief system (Lim &
Putnam, 2010). Research confirms that social integration is related to more outstanding religious commitment.
For example, a study by Bankston & Zhou (1995) indicated that strong relations with one’s religious social
network are associated with higher levels of religiosity on the personal level. Furthermore, Delle Fave et al.,
2022 found that the social aspect of the religious community is the most significant factor supporting religious
commitment, as those who are more tightly integrated into religious social networks are more dedicated to their
faith (Hoang et al., 2021).

In the case of Vietnam, where social and familial relations have a vital significance, the effect of social
integration on religious commitment is likely to be even more significant. The collectivist culture of this country
emphasizes harmony and interconnectedness above individual achievement, which may spill over to the use of
religious communities, reinforcing the religiosity of well-integrated individuals (Astin et al., 2010). Catholic
students in Hanoi may integrate socially into various spheres, from family and educational institutions to
religious communities and broader societal relationships. The extent to which they feel a part of their immediate
and extended communities, including the spiritual community, is likely to affect their commitment to religious
practices and beliefs. Since Catholic worship strongly focuses on community spirit and participating together,
social integration into the spiritual and broader community will significantly shape students’ adherence to the
faith (Maton & Pargament, 2014).

Drawing from the reviewed literature, we propose Hypothesis 4 (H4): Social integration positively and meaningfully
impacts religions commitment among Catholic students in Hanoi, 1 ietnam.

Religious commitment and practice are closely related; however, the two constructs are separate within the
sociology of religion (Roberts & Yamane, 2015). Religious commitment refers to the individual's connection to
religion, including beliefs, a relationship with the sacred, and a deeply internalized sense of religious identity
(Saroglou, 2011). It can be linked to spiritual practice ot, as opposed to religious practice, refer to the outer
expressions of spiritual commitment, such as church attendance, prayer, participation in rituals, and
community-related functions (Canda et al., 2019). The relationship between the two concepts is central to
understanding the process through which deeply entrenched religious beliefs translate into manifest behaviors
(Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975). The theory of reasoned action and planned behavior outlines that individuals’
attitudes based on religious commitment significantly shape behavioral intentions and actions — religious
practice (Ajzen, 1991). The stronger the commitment to a church, the more frequent and significant religious
practices. Fontaine’s model of multidimensional religiosity stresses that the outer dimension of religiosity,
religious practice, and the inner dimension, religious commitment, are closely interrelated but may possess
different correlations across different religions or cultures (Canda et al., 2019).

Across different religions and cultures, studies into religious behavior consistently find that religious
commitment always plays a vital role in predicting religious practice (Saroglou, 2011). Thus, Kim proved that
strong, religiously committed people are likelier to attend church and partake in personal rituals, such as prayer
and Scripture study (Kim, 2003). Hardy also proved the hypothesis based on the adolescent cohort that taking
into account personal religious commitment increases the overall explained share of variance in religious
attendance and engagement in religious youth groups (Fontaine et al., 2005; Hardy et al., 2019). The studies
mentioned above confirm the theoretically assumed nature of the relationship between religious commitment
and practice (Pearce et al., 2017).
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For a country with a venerated position of Buddhism and multiple minority Catholic communities, such as
Vietnam, the relationship between personal religious commitment and conversion of this commitment into
practice is an underexplored area. For the predominantly Buddhistic Vietnam, Catholic communities present
an indigenous phenomenon (Ngo et al., 2015). Within the Catholic frameworks of Hanoi, the correlation
between religious commitment and the manifestation of this commitment through personal practice might be
exceptionally high due to the solid societal and family pressures and high commonality of religious expression.
Hanoi Catholic students are pressured to accept Buddhist tenets as part of the national identity, and taking part
in Catholic practices manifests much stronger in students with the highest personal religious commitment.

Drawing from the reviewed literature, Hypothesis 5 (H5) is proposed: Religions commitment positively and meaningfully
impacts religions practice among Catholic students in Hanoi, 1 ietnam.

Social Support Networks (Networks) \

Religious Commitment (Commitment)

Cultural Identity (Cultural_Identity)

Educational Environment Y

(Edu_Environment)

Religious Practice (Re_Practice)

Social Integration (Soc_Integration)

Figure 1 Research model
METHODOLOGY
Instrument and Participant

This work’s questionnaire development also referred to the conscientious review of the prior literature on the
topic and valuable consultations with two respectable sociologists on the subject of sociology of religion,
according to Oosterveld (1996). As Martin (2000) stated, this questionnaire was dual-section, the first to acquire
concise profile data from the respondents. The second measure collected study-related data and essential
information, which shall be analyzed in this study (Piga et al., 2020). The first questionnaire was subjected to a
pilot study of 40 people before its use. This step was critical in ensuring that the two sections aligned with the
population's specific characteristics to be sampled (Kyriazos, 2018). At the time, feedback from specialists in
the surveyed field was crucial in enabling the optimal selection of the same questionnaire for the primary
research collection (Appendix). The participants were recruited from a selection of students across respected
universities in Hanoi, specifically from the University of Foreign Trade, Hanoi Faculty of Law, University of
Science and Technology, National Economics University, and the Ha Noi Vietnam National University of
Hanoi. The suitable collection involved a random selection of the students who represented the specific profile
of the study and yielded 200 students, which were used to optimize the SEM analytical requirements according
to a review (Bush & White, 1985). The questionnaire was issued and dispatched by the research teams, who
collected and administered the questionnaire using a pencil, which facilitated the immediate collection of all the
data and thus upheld the 100% validity of the sample. The questionnaire was collected at the beginning of 2021-
2022, an auspicious time since it was close to Vietnam's Culturally Significant Lunar New Year. All material
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relevant to the interview was obtained according to the relevant ethical considerations in data collection. The
interviewees were informed, and all the researchers maintained the confidentiality of the lab results since it is
in line with what was previously stated (Shrader-Frechette, 1994).

Table 1 Demographic characteristics of survey participants

Soc_FEco_Status

High Low Middle
Count Row N Count Row N Count Row N %
% %
Age Over 21 years old 6 21.4% 4 14.3% 18 64.3%
18 years old 9 30.0% 4 13.3% 17 56.7%
19 years old 9 15.8% 10 17.5% 38 66.7%
20 years old 9 14.8% 15 24.6% 37 60.7%
21 years old 3 12.5% 11 45.8% 10 41.7%
Gender female 8 21.1% 6 15.8% 24 63.2%
male 28 17.3% 38 23.5% 96 59.3%
University Foreign Trade University 11 32.4% 6 17.6% 17 50.0%
Hanoi Law University 4 16.7% 3 12.5% 17 70.8%
Hanoi University of Science 6 14.6% 8 19.5% 27 65.9%
and Technology
National Economics 13 20.6% 17 27.0% 33 52.4%
University
Vietnam National University 2 5.3% 10 26.3% 26 68.4%
Hanoi
Major Business Administration 10 24.4% 10 24.4% 21 51.2%
Commercial Law 9 20.0% 15 33.3% 21 46.7%
Computer Science 9 12.3% 12 16.4% 52 71.2%
Psychology 8 19.5% 7 17.1% 26 63.4%
Residential_Status Renter 7 15.6% 10 22.2% 28 62.2%
Living with parents 12 26.7% 10 22.2% 23 51.1%
Student Housing 17 15.5% 24 21.8% 69 62.7%
Ethnicity Ethnic minority 12 24.0% 13 26.0% 25 50.0%
Kinh 24 16.0% 31 20.7% 95 63.3%

Reliability Analysis

Reliability analysis using Cronbach's alpha is a fundamental statistical method employed to assess the internal
consistency of a scale or measurement tool, ensuring that the instrument reliably measures the construct it is
intended to evaluate (Agbo, 2010). This analysis aims to determine how closely related a set of items atre as a
group. A higher Cronbach's alpha value, typically above 0.7, indicates that the items have relatively high internal
consistency and are likely measuring the same underlying concept (Park, 2021). This criterion is crucial for
research validity, as it reflects the extent to which the instrument produces consistent results under consistent
conditions. In essence, Cronbach's alpha helps researchers evaluate the reliability of multi-item scales (e.g.,
questionnaires or tests), guiding the improvement of measurement tools by identifying items that do not
contribute to scale reliability (Robinson, 2018). It serves as a critical step in developing and validating
measurement instruments, ensuring they can be trusted to accurately capture the constructs of interest.

Table 2 Summary of Reliability

Scales Number of Reliability coefficients Composite Reliability Average variance
vatriables (Cronbach Alpha) (CR) extracted (AVE)
observed

Commitment 4 0.756 0.779 0.472
Networks 4 0.780 0.783 0.477
Cultural_Identity 4 0.803 0.804 0.507
Edu_Environment 4 0.785 0.786 0.480
Soc_Integration 4 0.747 0.769 0.478
Re_Practice 4 0.756 0.779 0.472
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CR is critical in assessing constructs' reliability and internal consistency within SEM and other latent variable
models (Cheunget al., 2023). Unlike Cronbach's alpha, which assumes that all items have equal loadings on the
underlying factor, CR considers the actual observed loadings of the indicators on the latent construct, providing
a more accurate measure of the reliability of complex constructs. The calculation of CR involves the sum of
the squared factor loadings of the indicators (representing the explained variance) divided by the sum of the
squared factor loadings plus the sum of the error variances (representing the unexplained variance) (Ab Hamid
et al., 2017). The criteria for acceptable levels of CR typically suggest a threshold of 0.7 or higher, indicating
that the construct has good internal consistency and that the items together reliably measure the intended latent
variable (Arisekar et al., 2024). This higher threshold ensures that the construct is well-defined and accurately
represented by its indicators, making CR a valuable tool in validating measurement models in research studies.
Researchers applying CR can confidently interpret their latent constructs, knowing they reflect a reliable and
coherent aggregation of their indicators (Cheunget al., 2023).

AVE is a crucial procedure in assessing the validity of constructs within research models, particularly in terms
of convergent validity (Henseler et al., 2015). AVE measures the average variance a construct captures from its
indicators relative to the amount of variance due to measurement error. It is calculated by taking the sum of
the squared loadings of the indicators on the construct and dividing it by the number of indicators (Fornell &
Larcker, 1981). The criterion for acceptable AVE values is typically set at 0.50 or higher, indicating that, on
average, the construct explains more than half of the variance of its indicators. However, in particular research
contexts and preliminary studies where constructs are not well-defined or are being explored for the first time,
AVE values slightly below 0.50 are still acceptable. In these cases, researchers should proceed cautiously,
interpreting their findings while acknowledging the potential for improvement in construct measurement (Hair
et al., 2019; Fornell & Larcker, 1981). Lower AVE values suggest that a significant portion of the variance in
the indicators is not accounted for by the construct, signaling the need for further refinement of the
measurement model or a reevaluation of the construct's indicators ((Hair et al., 2019; Fornell & Larcker, 1981).

Table 2 presents the results of the reliability and validity tests for the research questionnaire (Hair et al., 2019;
Henseler et al., 2015). The Cronbach's alpha coefficients for all items were more significant than 0.74, indicating
satisfactory internal consistency and reliability of the questionnaire (Nunnally & Bernstein, 1994). Composite
reliability, a measure of the reliability of a defined structure with five to eight items, met the minimum threshold
of 0.70 (Fornell & Larcker, 1981). The table shows that all items have a factor loading greater than 0.74,
indicating good convergent validity (Hair et al., 2019; Henseler et al., 2015). The AVE of all items was
approximately 0.50, an acceptable threshold for further analysis (Fornell & Larcker, 1981). These results
demonstrate that the questionnaire items have satisfactory reliability and validity for analyzing the proposed
research model.

Factor Analysis

Factor analysis is a statistical technique used to identify underlying variables, or factors, that explain the pattern
of correlations within a set of observed variables (McDonald, 2014). It is commonly applied in research to
reduce data complexity, improve construct validity, and identify dimensions of latent constructs. Two critical
criteria in factor analysis are the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) measure of sampling adequacy and Bartlett's test
of sphericity (Shrestha, 2021). The KMO index assesses the suitability of data for factor analysis, with values
closer to 1 indicating a higher proportion of variance likely to be shared among variables, and a value above 0.6
is generally considered acceptable. Bartlett’s test of sphericity evaluates the hypothesis that the correlation
matrix is an identity matrix, which would indicate that variables are unrelated and unsuitable for factor analysis;
a significant test result (p < 0.05) confirms that the variables are sufficiently related for the analysis (Shrestha,
2021). Additionally, the number of factors to retain is often determined by eigenvalues greater than 1, known
as the Kaiser criterion, and the scree plot, which provides a visual method to identify the point at which the
explained variance by factors levels off, indicating diminishing returns by adding more factors (Patil et al., 2008).
Together, these criteria guide researchers in conducting factor analysis effectively, ensuring the reliability and
validity of the identified factors.
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Table 3 Result of factor analysis

Rotated Component Matrix®

Component

Edu_Environment2 763

Edu_Environmentl 752

Edu_Environment4 .686

Edu_Environment3 .678

Networks4 777

Networks2 748

Networks1 .674

Networks3 611

Commitment4 768

Commitment2 730

Commitment] .676

Commitment3 .588

Cultural_Identity1 728

Cultural_Identity3 712

Cultural_Identity2 .645

Cultural_Identity4 .624

Re_Practice3 720

Re_Practice2 .698

Re_Practicel .636

Re_Practice4 .622

Soc_Integration3 760

Soc_Integration] .698

Soc_Integration4 .646

Soc_Integration2 .629

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.

Rotation converged in 6 iterations.

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy (KMO) = 0.896

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity (Chi-Square = 1787.381; df= 276; sig.=0.000)
Extraction Sums of Squared Loadings = 60.938; Initial Figenvalues = 1.115

o o

Table 3 presents the factor analysis results conducted to validate the research questionnaire. Bartlett's test of
sphericity was statistically significant (Sig. = 0.000), and the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin coefficient (KMO) = 0.896
(>0.5), indicating that the observed variables are correlated in the population and are, therefore, suitable for
factor analysis. The factor loading coefficients for all variables >= 0.5 indicate the validity of the factor analysis.
The criterion for the practical significance of factor loading is a minimum level = 0.3, an essential level = 0.4,
and a practical level = 0.5. Table 3 shows that all variables have factor loading coefficients >= 0.5,
demonstrating the validity of the factor analysis. The total load squared extraction for the six factors = 60.938%
(>50%), indicating that the extracted factors can explain significant variance in the data. The initial eigenvalue
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of the 6 factors = 1.115 (> 1.00), indicating that the extracted factors have eigenvalues more significant than
one and are, therefore, valid. These results demonstrate the suitability and validity of exploratory factor analysis
for the proposed research model (Hair et al., 2019; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2019).

Structural Equation Modeling

SEM is a comprehensive statistical approach that allows researchers to examine complex relationships among
observed and latent variables (Fan et al., 2016). This method combines aspects of factor analysis and multiple
regression analysis, enabling the testing of theoretical models that hypothesize relationships between variables.
SEM is particularly valued for its ability to assess direct and indirect effects, providing a nuanced understanding
of the pathways through which variables influence each other (Tarka, 2018). The criteria for evaluating SEM
models involve several key fit indices, including the Chi-square test, Root Mean Squate Error of Approximation
(RMSEA), Comparative Fit Index (CFI), and Tucker-Lewis Index (TLI). An acceptable model fit is often
indicated by a non-significant Chi-square (although it is sensitive to sample size), RMSEA values of 0.06 or less,
and CFI and TLI values of 0.95 or higher (Henseler et al., 2015). These criteria ensure that the model accurately
reflects the data and that the hypothesized relationships between variables are supported, thereby providing
robust evidence for the research's theoretical assumptions. Scholars can validate complex theoretical models
through SEM and contribute to advancing knowledge in their respective fields.

Table 4 Regression Weights

Estimate S.E. C.R. P
Commitment. < Soc_lIntegration 210 .097 2.170 .030 support
Commitment. <--- Cultural_Identity. 229 .097 2.352 .019 support
Commitment. <--- Networks. 170 .070 2.413 .016 support
Commitment. <--- Edu_Environment. 170 .085 1.991 .046 support
Re_Practice. < Commitment. .878 145 6.075 ok support

The analysis results, as shown in Figure 2, indicate that the SEM model satisfies the standard requirements. The
Chi-square statistic = 308.631 with 241 degtees of freedom (P-value = 0.000, < 0.05), Chi-square/df ratio of
1.281, Goodness of Fit Index (GIF) = 0.888 (approximately equal to 0.9), TLI = 0.951, and RMSEA =0.038.
The results of the SEM analysis are presented in Table 4, which shows the relationship between the variables.
Overall, the results suggest that the SEM model fits well with the data and represents the proposed research
model well.
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Chi-square=308.631 ; df=241 ; P=.002;
Chi-square/df=1.281 ;

45% GFI=.888 ; TLI=.951 ; CF|=.958 ;
Edu_Environment2 RMSEA=.038
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
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Results

The empirical analysis presented in Table 4 rigorously examines the influence of various factors on Catholic
students' religious commitment in Hanoi, Vietnam, thereby laying a solid foundation for validating out research
hypotheses.

The statistical analysis reveals a significant positive relationship between social support networks and religious
commitment, with a regression coefficient (8) of 0.170. This association is statistically significant, as evidenced
by a p-value of 0.016, lending strong support to our first hypothesis (H1) that social support networks have a
beneficial effect on the religious commitment of Catholic students. This result emphasizes the critical role that
social support plays in creating an environment that nurtures spiritual engagement.

Moreover, the influence of cultural identity on religious commitment is substantial, as indicated by a regression
coefficient (8) of 0.229 and a p-value of 0.019, thereby endorsing our second hypothesis (H2). This finding
underscores the importance of cultural identity as a critical factor in forming religious commitment, suggesting
that it is a more potent predictor than social support networks.

The analysis also confirms the positive impact of the educational environment on religious commitment, with
a reported regression weight (8) of 0.170 and a p-value of 0.046, supporting our third hypothesis (H3). This
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validates the notion that a supportive educational setting significantly enhances students' religious commitment,
aligning with theoretical expectations about the influence of educational contexts on individuals' development
and values.

Additionally, a significant positive correlation between social integration and religious commitment is identified,
with a regression coefficient of 0.210 and a p-value of 0.030. This finding corroborates our fourth hypothesis
(H4), demonstrating that greater levels of social integration are linked with heightened religious commitment.
This highlights the importance of community cohesion and integration in fostering religious fidelity.

Most strikingly, the study uncovers a deep-seated link between religious commitment and practice among
students, as evidenced by a significant regression coefficient of 0.878 and a p-value of less than 0.001. This
finding, supporting our fifth hypothesis (H5), illustrates that religious commitment is a crucial predictor of
spititual practice. This relationship's strength unequivocally illustrates commitment's fundamental role in
bridging internal beliefs with outward religious expressions.

In summary, this study methodically validates the profound impact of social support networks, cultural identity,
educational environment, and social integration on fostering religious commitment among Catholic students in
Hanoi. The distinct contribution of each factor in shaping the religious ethos within this group and the pivotal
role of religious commitment in guiding religious practices offers significant insights into the dynamics between
individual, social, and cultural elements in spiritual engagement. These conclusions not only affirm our
hypotheses but also provide valuable contributions to the understanding of religious commitment and practice
dynamics.

Discussion

The research delves into the determinants of religious commitment and practices among Catholic students in
Hanoi, Vietnam, revealing a complex interplay of social, cultural, and educational factors (Hoan et al., 2023).
This study distinguishes itself by focusing on a specific religious cohort within a unique socio-cultural and
geographical context, offering nuanced insights into how various external influences collectively shape religious
identity and observances. Among its critical findings is the paramount influence of religious commitment on
practices, indicating a deep connection between internal faith and outward religious expression.

The distinctiveness of this research lies in its detailed exploration of how social support networks, cultural
identity, educational environment, and social integration contribute to fostering religious commitment among
Catholic students in Hanoi. This approach contrasts with broader analyses of spiritual engagement, as it probes
into the specifics of the Vietnamese Catholic experience, enriching our understanding of the intricate dynamics
that underpin religious life. The significant correlation between religious commitment and practices,
underscored by a substantial regression weight, underscores the critical role of intrinsic faith in guiding religious
behaviors, marking an essential advancement in our understanding of religious adherence among students
(Scales <t al., 2014).

The findings bear implications that span theoretical and practical domains. Theoretically, the research extends
our knowledge of religious engagement by marrying social, cultural, and educational perspectives with
individual belief systems, offering a comprehensive framework for investigating religious commitment
(Saroglou, 2011). Practically, it highlights the importance for educators, spiritual leaders, and policymakers of
creating supportive communities and educational structures that respect and incorporate cultural identities,
thereby enhancing religious practices among students (Chickering et al., 2015). The study advocates for an
environment that honors diverse cultural backgrounds, essential for nurturing religious commitment.

Moreover, this work lays the groundwork for future research into religious engagement across various settings
and demographics. It opens the door to further studies on the impact of modern factors, such as digital media,
on religious beliefs and practices, particularly among students. Comparative research involving different
religious groups within Vietnam could provide deeper insights into the influence of cultural, educational, and
social contexts on spiritual commitment and practices.
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In conclusion, this research sheds light on the intricate factors influencing religious commitment and practices
among Catholic students in Hanoi, Vietnam, emphasizing the central role of personal faith in religious
observance. By offering an in-depth examination of the links between social support, cultural identity,
educational environment, and social integration, the study contributes valuable insights into promoting religious
engagement among students, significantly contributing to scholarly discourse and practical initiatives in spiritual
and educational communities.

CONCLUSION

The investigation into the determinants of religious commitment and practices among Catholic students in
Hanoi, Vietnam, unveils a complex matrix of socio-cultural influences that mold religious engagement within
this group. By dissecting the roles of social support networks, cultural identity, educational environment, and
social integration, this research contributes significantly to the existing body of knowledge, mapping a
previously underexplored terrain within a distinct cultural and geographic milieu. The nuanced understanding
gained from examining how these external factors shape religious identity and adherence among students adds
a valuable dimension to the scholarly dialogue on religiosity.

The quantitative analysis, leveraging Structural Equation Modeling (SEM), provides a robust framework to
clucidate the interrelationships between the variables as mentioned above. The empirical evidence gathered
underscores the critical contribution of each variable to fostering religious commitment, which subsequently
acts as a catalyst for religious practices. Notably, the study foregrounds religious commitment as the cornerstone
in the nexus between personal belief systems and the manifestation of religious observance, pointing to an
intrinsic link that merits further academic attention.

The theoretical and practical ramifications of this study are manifold. Academically, it enriches the discourse
on the sociology of religion by integrating socio-cultural determinants within the analysis of religious behavior.
The findings offer actionable insights for educators, spiritual leaders, and policymakers on nurturing
environments conducive to religious commitment development. These environments, characterized by
support, cultural inclusiveness, and engagement, promote vibrant religious practices among youth. Thus, the
research serves as a guiding light for initiatives aimed at bolstering spiritual well-being and engagement in
educational settings, contributing to the holistic development of students.

While this study marks a significant advancement in understanding the socio-cultural dynamics of religiosity
among Catholic students in Hanoi, it has its limitations. One of the primary constraints is the contextual
specificity of the research setting, which may hinder the extrapolation of findings to different religious or
cultural landscapes. The intricacies of the Vietnamese socio-cultural environment, combined with the focus on
Catholic students, suggest that the results might not seamlessly apply to other contexts without careful
consideration of local nuances.

Furthermore, the reliance on self-reported measures introduces an element of subjectivity that could potentially
skew the data. Despite efforts to mitigate this through methodological rigor, the inherent nature of self-
reporting may affect the accuracy and objectivity of the responses collected, reflecting personal biases or
perceptions.

Looking ahead, the pathway for future research is ripe with opportunities to expand the horizons of
understanding in this field. Comparative studies that span across various religious and cultural settings are
essential for delineating the universal versus context-specific factors that influence religious commitment and
practices. Such research could provide a more global perspective on the dynamics at play, enhancing the
applicability and relevance of the findings across diverse environments.

Additionally, the advent of digital media has revolutionized the landscape of religious expression and
community building, presenting a novel area for investigation. Understanding the impact of digital platforms
on students' religious beliefs and practices could shed light on emerging trends and challenges in spitituality,
offering fresh insights for academics, practitioners, and religious communities alike. This avenue of research
promises to uncover the evolving nature of religiosity in the digital age, contributing to a more comprehensive
and contemporary understanding of religious engagement among younger populations.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RELIGION 41



Exploratory Factor Analysis of Influences on Social Integration and Religious Practice Among Catholic Students: Evidence from Hanoi-
Vietnam

Funding: This research was funded by the Vietnam National Foundation for Science and Technology
Development NAFOSTED) under grant number 601.99-2020.300.

Institutional Review Board Statement: The Ethical Committee of NAFOSTED, Vietnam,
approved this study on 21 September 2020 (Ref. No. 601.99-2020.300).

Transparency: The authors state that the manuscript is honest, truthful, and transpatrent, that no critical
aspects of the investigation have been omitted, and that any differences from the study as planned have been
clarified. This study followed all writing ethics.

Data Availability Statement: The cotresponding author can provide the supporting data for this study
upon reasonable request.

Competing Interests: The author declares no competing intetests.

Authors’ Contributions: The author, solely responsible for the study's conception and design, has reviewed
and consented to the manuscript's published version.

REFERENCES

Ab Hamid, M. R., Sami, W., & Sidek, M. M. (2017, September). Discriminant validity assessment: Use of Fornell & Larcker
criterion versus HTMT criterion. In Journal of Physics: Conference Series (Vol. 890, No. 1, p. 012163). IOP Publishing.
Agbo, A. A. (2010). Cronbach's alpha: Review of limitations and associated recommendations. Journal of Psychology in Africa,

20(2), 233-239.

Ajzen, 1. (1991). The theory of planned behavior. Organizational behavior and human decision processes, 50(2), 179-211.

Ajzen, 1., & Fishbein, M. (1975). A Bayesian analysis of attribution processes. Psychological Bulletin, 82(2), 261-277.
https://doi.org/10.1037/h0076477.

Akers, R. L., & Jennings, W. G. (2015). Social learning theory. The handbook of criminological theory, 230-240.

Aral, S. (2016). The future of weak ties. American Journal of Sociology, 121(6), 1931-1939.

Arisekar, U., Shalini, R., Shakila, R. J., Sundhar, S., Banu, A. M. A., Iburahim, S. A., & Umamaheshwari, T. (2024). Trace metals
in commercial seafood products (canned, pickled and smoked): Comparison, exposure and health risk assessment. Food
Research International, 178, 113969.

Astin, A. W., Astin, H. S., & Lindholm, J. A. (2010). Cultivating the spirit: How college can enhance students' inner lives. John
Wiley & Sons.

Bankston III, C. L., & Zhou, M. (1995). Religious participation, ethnic identification, and adaptation of Vietnamese adolescents
in an immigrant community. Sociological Quarterly, 36(3), 523-534.

Beit-Hallahmi, B., & Argyle, M. (2014). The psychology of religious behaviour, belief and experience. Routledge.

Berkman, L. F., & Glass, T. (2000). Social integration, social networks, social support, and health. Social epidemiology, 1(6), 137—
173.

Bush, D. W., & White, K. R. (1985). Questionnaire distribution: A method that significantly improved return rates. Psychological
reports, 56(2), 427-430.

Canda, E. R,, Furman, L. D., & Canda, H. J. (2019). Spiritual diversity in social work practice: The heart of helping. Oxford
University Press, USA.

Casey, K. (2017). I answer with my life: Life histories of women teachers working for social change. Routledge.

Cheung, G. W., Cooper-Thomas, H. D., Lau, R. S., & Wang, L. C. (2023). Reporting reliability, convergent and discriminant
validity with structural equation modeling: A review and best-practice recommendations. Asia Pacific Journal of
Management, 1-39.

Chickering, A. W., Dalton, J. C., & Stamm, L. (2015). Encouraging authenticity and spirituality in higher education. John Wiley
& Sons.

Delle Fave, A., Wissing, M. P., & Brdar, I. (2022). The investigation of harmony in psychological research. The virtue of harmony,
253-276.

Durkheim, E. (1912). La méthode sociologique. Félix Alcan.

Ebstyne King, P., & Furrow, J. L. (2008, August). Religion as a resource for positive youth development: religion, social capital,
and moral outcomes. In Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Apr, 2001, Minneapolis, MN, US; A
previous version of this article was presented at the aforementioned conference. (No. 1, p. 34). Educational Publishing
Foundation.

Eccles, J. S., & Roeser, R. W. (2015). School and community influences on human development. In Developmental science (pp.
645-728). Psychology Press.

Edgell, P. (2012). A cultural sociology of religion: New directions. Annual Review of Sociology, 38, 247-265.

jjor.couk 42


file:///C:/Users/Mano/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_paperswithpagenumbers.zip/ijor.co.uk

Thi

Edwards, K. L., Christerson, B., & Emerson, M. O. (2013). Race, religious organizations, and integration. Annual Review of
Sociology, 39, 211-228.

Eick, C. M., & Ryan, P. A. (2014). Principles of Catholic Social Teaching, Critical Pedagogy, and the Theory of Intersectionality:
An Integrated Framework to Examine the Roles of Social Status in the Formation of Catholic Teachers. Journal of Catholic
Education, 18(1), 26-61.

Ellison, C. G., Gay, D. A., & Glass, T. A. (1989). Does religious commitment contribute to individual life satisfaction?. Social
forces, 68(1), 100-123.

Jam, F. A, Haq, I. U., & Fatima, T. (2012). Phychological contract and job outcomes: Mediating role of affective commitment.
Journal of Educational and Social Research, 2(4), 79-79.

Fan, Y., Chen, J., Shirkey, G., John, R., Wu, S. R., Park, H., & Shao, C. (2016). Applications of structural equation modeling
(SEM) in ecological studies: an updated review. Ecological Processes, 5, 1-12.

Fontaine, J. R, Dutiez, B., Luyten, P., Cotveleyn, J., & Hutsebaut, D. (2005). " Consequences of a Multidimensional Approach
to Religion for the Relationship Between Religiosity and Value Priorities". The International Journal for the Psychology of
Religion, 15(2), 123-143.

Fornell, C., & Larcker, D. F. (1981). Evaluating structural equation models with unobservable variables and measurement error.
Journal of Marketing Research. 18(1), 39-50.

Foucault, M. (2013). Religion and culture. Routledge.

Hair, J. F., Risher, J. J., Sarstedt, M., & Ringle, C. M. (2019). When to use and how to report the results of PLS-SEM. European
Business Review, 31(1), 2-24.

Hatdy, S. A., Nelson, J. M., Moote, ]J. P., & King, P. E. (2019). Processes of religious and spiritual influence in adolescence: A
systematic review of 30 years of research. Journal of Research on Adolescence. 29(2), 254—275.

Henseler, J., Ringle, C. M., & Sarstedt, M. (2015). A new criterion for assessing discriminant validity in vatiance-based structural
equation modeling. Journal of the academy of marketing science, 43, 115-135.

Hetrera, M. A., Gonzilez, 1. B., & Verastegui, J. L. (2023). The Role of Social Capital in Well-Being: A Bibliometric Perspective
of the Literature. International Journal of Professional Business Review: Int. J. Prof. Bus. Rev., 8(7), 1-16.

Hoang, T. H., Nguyen, T. N. A., & Bui, P. T. (2021). Religious Social Capital and Support in the Social Integration of Catholic
Migrants in Vietnam. Religion and social communication Journal of the, 255- 284.

Hoang, T. H., Nguyen, T. N. A,, Bui, P. T., & Cu, T. T. T. (2023). Internal migration and religious participation among
Vietnamese Catholics. The Russian Journal of Vietnamese Studies, 7(3), 55-65.

Kim, A. E. (2003). Religious influences on personal and societal well-being. Social indicators research, 62, 149—170.

King, P. E. (2019). Religion and identity: The role of ideological, social, and spiritual contexts. In Beyond the self (pp. 197-204).
Routledge.

Khan, T. I, Khan, A. Z., & Khan, S. (2019). Effect of time pressure on organizational citizenship behavior: Moderating role of
agreeableness. Sir Syed Journal of Education and Social Research (SJESR), 2(1), 140-156.

Ashraf, S., Ali, S. Z., Khan, T. I, Azam, K., & Afridi, S. A. (2024). Fostering sustainable tourism in Pakistan: Exploring the
influence of environmental leadership on employees' green behavior. Business Strategy & Development, 7(1), e328.

Kitayama, S., Markus, H. R., & Lieberman, C. (1995). The collective construction of self esteem: Implications for culture, self,
and emotion. In Everyday conceptions of emotion: An introduction to the psychology, anthropology and linguistics of
emotion (pp. 523-550). Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands.

Kyriazos, T. A. (2018). Applied psychometrics: sample size and sample power considerations in factor analysis (EFA, CFA) and
SEM in general. Psychology, 9(08), 2207.

Labbe, D., Zuberec, C., & Turner, S. (2022). Creative hubs in Hanoi, Vietnam: Transgressive spaces in a socialist state?. Urban
Studies, 59(15), 3184-3200.

Lim, C., & Putnam, R. D. (2010). Religion, social networks, and life satisfaction. American sociological review, 75(6), 914-933.

Martin, E. (2000). Survey questionnaire construction. Survey methodology, 13, 1-13.

Maton, K. I., & Pargament, K. 1. (2014). The roles of religion in prevention and promotion. In The Ecology of Prevention (pp.
161-205). Routledge.

McDonald, R. P. (2014). Factor analysis and related methods. Psychology Press.

Moschella, M. C. (2023). Ethnography as a pastoral practice: An introduction. The Pilgrim Press.

Ngo, T., Smyer Yu, D., & Veer, P. (2015). Religion and peace in Asia. A. Omer/RS Appleby/D. Little (Hg.), The Oxford
Handbook of Religion, Conflict, and Peacebuilding, Oxford, 407-429.

Nguyen, K. (2019). Cultural Integration and the Gospel in Vietnamese Mission Theology: A Paradigm Shift. Langham Publishing.

Nguyen, M. H., & Duchere, Y. (2023). Metropolisation, migrations and urban civilisation: the example of Hanoi. The Russian
Journal of Vietnamese Studies, 7(3), 31-42.

Nunnally, J. C., & Bernstein, 1. H. (1994). Psychometric theory (3rd ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Oosterveld, P. (1996). Questionnaire design methods. Berkhout Nijmegen BV.

Park, H. (2021). Reliability using Cronbach alpha in sample survey. The Korean Journal of Applied Statistics, 34(1), 1-8.

Patil, V. H.,, Singh, S. N., Mishra, S., & Donavan, D. T. (2008). Efficient theory development and factor retention criteria:
Abandon the ‘eigenvalue greater than one’criterion. Journal of Business Research, 61(2), 162-170.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RELIGION 43



Exploratory Factor Analysis of Influences on Social Integration and Religious Practice Among Catholic Students: Evidence from Hanoi-
Vietnam

Pearce, L. D., Hayward, G. M., & Pearlman, J. A. (2017). Measuring five dimensions of religiosity across adolescence. Review of
religious research, 59, 367-393.

Piga, M., Floris, A., Espinosa, G., Pinto, L. S., Kougkas, N., Monaco, A. L., ... & Mathieu, A. (2020). Development and
preliminary validation of the Behget’s syndrome Overall Damage Index (BODI). RMD open, 6(2), ¢001192.

Rajkumar, K., Saint-Jacques, G., Bojinov, L., Brynjolfsson, E., & Aral, S. (2022). A causal test of the strength of weak ties. Science,
377(6612), 1304-1310.

Regnerus, M. D. (2003). Religion and positive adolescent outcomes: A review of research and theory. Review of religious
research, 394-413.

Rini, R. (2022, April). The Influence of Religiosity as a Mediator Calling and Social-Capital as a Mediator of Institutional
Involvement on a Commitment as a Church Servant. In 3rd Tarumanagara International Conference on the Applications of
Social Sciences and Humanities (TTICASH 2021) (pp. 1769-1774). Atlantis Press.

Roberts, K. A., & Yamane, D. (2015). Religion in sociological perspective. Sage Publications.

Robinson, M. A. (2018). Using multi-item psychometric scales for research and practice in human resource management. Human
resource management, 57(3), 739-750.

Ryan, D. P. J. (2001). Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory. Retrieved January, 9, 2012.

Sam, D. L., & Berry, J. W. (2010). Acculturation: When individuals and groups of different cultural backgrounds meet.
Perspectives on psychological science, 5(4), 472—481.

Saroglou, V. (2011). Believing, bonding, behaving, and belonging: The big four religious dimensions and cultural vatiation.
Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 42(8), 1320—1340.

Scales, P. C., Syvertsen, A. K., Benson, P. L., Roehlkepartain, E. C., & Sesma Jr, A. (2014). Relation of spiritual development to
youth health and well-being: Evidence from a global study. Handbook of child well-being, 1101-1135.

Semplonius, T., Good, M., & Willoughby, T. (2015). Religious and non-religious activity engagement as assets in promoting
social ties throughout university: The role of emotion regulation. Journal of youth and adolescence, 44, 1592—1606.

Shohet, M. (2010). Silence and sacrifice: Intergenerational displays of virtue and devotion in central Vietnam. University of
California, Los Angeles.

Shrader-Frechette, K. S. (1994). Ethics of scientific research. Rowman & Littlefield.

Shrestha, N. (2021). Factor analysis as a tool for sutvey analysis. American Journal of Applied Mathematics and Statistics, 9(1),
4-11.

Waheed, M., & Jam, F. A. (2010). Teacher’s intention to accept online education: Extended TAM model. Interdisciplinary Journal
of Contemporary Research in Business, 2(5), 330-344.

Yun, H. Y., Kim, J., & Ho, K. C. (2022). Spatial capital, cultural consumption, and expatriate neighborhoods in Hanoi, Vietnam.
Asia Pacific Viewpoint, 63(3), 426-440.

Stets, J. E., & Butrke, P. J. (2000). Identity theory and social identity theory. Social Psychology Quarterly, 224-237.

Tabachnick, B. G., & Fidell, L. S. (2013). Using multivariate statistics (6th ed.). Pearson.

Tarka, P. (2018). An overview of structural equation modeling: its beginnings, historical development, usefulness and
controversies in the social sciences. Quality & quantity, 52, 313-354.

Trickett, E. J., & Jones, C. J. (2007). Adolescent culture brokering and family functioning: A study of families from Vietnam.
Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minotity Psychology, 13(2), 143—150. https://doi.org/10.1037/1099-9809.13.2.143

Truong, L. B., & Tran, L. T. (2014). Students' intercultural development through language leatning in Vietnamese tertiary
education: A case study on the use of film as an innovative approach. Language and Intercultural Communication, 14(2),
207-225.

Ung, T. K. O. (2023). Echoing the Light of Life: Theological Vision for Catechetical Teaching Pedagogy in South-Central
Vietnam (Doctoral dissertation, Palm Beach Atlantic University).

VuT.H., Vo T.P,, Vu P.N,, Vu T.T. (2023). “Finding peace in God” — faith practices of provincial catholic students in Hanoi.
The Russian Journal of Vietnamese Studies, 7(4), 61-70. doi: 10.54631/VS.2023.74-566769

jjor.couk 44


file:///C:/Users/Mano/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_paperswithpagenumbers.zip/ijor.co.uk

