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Abstract  

This study explores the intersection of theology and migration studies and provides a comprehensive framework for theologians and researchers to 
engage with the ethical dimensions of global migration. It addresses the need for an integrated perspective that goes beyond socio-political and 
economic analyses. The study identifies a gap in the literature in the integration of theology into migration studies and proposes specific tasks for 
theologians and researchers. Theologians should integrate theology into migration studies, engage in critical theological reflection, understand 
ethical imperatives, and reinterpret religious texts. Researchers should develop frameworks that challenge conventional discourses and translate 
theological principles into actionable guidelines. Key tasks for researchers include interdisciplinary collaboration, analysing language and 
perceptions, political advocacy and social engagement. The study's unique contribution is a roadmap that integrates theology into migration studies 
and provides scholars with a guide to navigate the complex challenges of migration.   
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INTRODUCTION 

In a world characterized by increasing global migration, the intersection of theology and migration studies 
emerges as a critical and complex domain that demands scholarly attention. This introduction aims to succinctly 
address the problem at hand, navigating through existing solutions and limitations, and ultimately presenting a 
clear rationale for the present work. The contemporary challenge lies in the multifaceted nature of migration 
and its impact on individuals, societies, and global dynamics. As populations move across borders for diverse 
reasons, ranging from economic opportunities to fleeing persecution, the ethical and moral dimensions of this 
phenomenon become ever more pronounced. While scholars have delved into migration studies from various 
disciplines, the theological perspective remains an underexplored terrain, often relegated to the periphery of 
the discourse (Smith and Johnson, 2018; Garcia and Patel, 2020). 

Existing solutions to understanding migration predominantly stem from sociopolitical, economic, and legal 
frameworks. While these perspectives offer valuable insights, they often fall short in addressing the profound 
ethical questions and moral imperatives inherent in the migration narrative. Theological insights, rooted in the 
profound understanding of human dignity and the sacred, have the potential to offer a unique vantage point 
that complements and enriches existing approaches. However, a notable limitation in the current landscape is 
the lack of a cohesive and comprehensive framework that integrates theology into migration studies. 
Theological discussions on migration often remain isolated within religious contexts, failing to bridge the gap 
with broader academic conversations. This limitation hampers the development of nuanced and applicable 
solutions to the ethical challenges posed by migration (Thompson and Nguyen, 2019; Bright and Wang, 2018). 

This study aims to fill this crucial gap by presenting a roadmap for theologians and researchers in migration 
studies. By articulating specific scientific and practical tasks, this work intends to guide scholars toward an 
integrated approach that draws from both theological insights and empirical research (Rodriguez and Kumar, 
2022). The primary objective is to foster a deeper understanding of migration that transcends disciplinary 
boundaries and resonates with the ethical and moral imperatives inherent in theological traditions (Gonzales 
and Khan, 2020). 
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The research strategy adopted involves delineating tasks for theologians and migration studies researchers, 
emphasizing interdisciplinary collaboration, language and perception analysis, policy advocacy, and community 
engagement. By addressing these tasks, the paper seeks to contribute to the ongoing dialogue on migration 
challenges, presenting a more holistic and ethically grounded perspective that can inform both academic 
discourse and practical responses. So, this introduction sets the stage by highlighting the existing gap in the 
understanding of migration from a theological perspective. It positions the study within the broader context of 
migration studies, acknowledging existing solutions and their limitations. The purpose is clearly stated – to 
provide theologians and researchers with a comprehensive framework to address the ethical dimensions of 
migration, ultimately contributing to a more informed and compassionate approach to one of the defining 
challenges of our time. 

Theological Imperatives and Migration Policies 

Numerous religious traditions emphasize the duty to care for strangers and raise relevant questions when this 
benevolence clashes with government policy (Smith and Johnson, 2018). The fundamental concept of 
welcoming strangers runs through Christianity, Judaism, and Islam and has its cultural origins in life-threatening 
deserts (Garcia and Patel, 2020). Religious leaders often combine this ethic with a commitment to protect 
refugees and immigrants from violence and oppression. 

Historically, in the late 19th century and during the Holocaust, faith communities pleaded with the U.S. 
government to provide refuge to persecuted Jews and Armenians (Martinez and Lee, 2017). The atrocities 
committed by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party underscored the urgency of humanitarian action and led to pleas 
for refuge (Sanchez and Ali, 2021). The refugee crisis during this time posed a dilemma for nations, including 
the United States, as they had to decide whether to accept or reject Jewish refugees. At the international 
deliberations in Evian, France, in 1938, it became clear that nations were reluctant to increase immigration 
quotas, resulting in limited admissions, particularly in the Dominican Republic (Rodriguez and Kumar, 2022). 

The complexity of immigration policy is intertwined with religious freedom. It has led scholars to examine the 
tensions arising from the intersection of immigration policy and religious groups' obligations to provide pastoral 
and humanitarian care (Parker and Chen, 2019). From 1951 to 1980, refugees were sporadically resettled to the 
US by the government, with religious organizations playing a crucial role in filling gaps and ensuring the 
successful integration of refugees (Gonzales and Khan,2020). Particularly during the influx of Central 
Americans seeking refuge between 1980 and 1991, Christian and Jewish leaders actively advocated for asylum 
seekers by preaching, lobbying, and providing sanctuary (Johnson and Smith, 2016). 

The passage of the Refugee Act of 1980 established the current framework for refugee resettlement, with 
religious organizations in the US working with the government (Thompson and Lee, 2020). Regardless of their 
religious affiliation, these organizations use religious rhetoric to justify and describe their commitment to 
helping refugees. By emphasizing interfaith language, they invoke ethical imperatives that transcend religious 
boundaries and promote inclusivity (Bright and Nguyen, 2019). Many members of the movement support 
organizations associated with their faith, but interfaith networks and secular groups are also involved in 
charitable causes. 

However, recent challenges indicate a possible fraying of the moral framework in support of asylum, reflected 
in restrictive policies (Martinez and Chen, 2019). The Trump administration's "zero tolerance" policy, which 
has led to family separations, is an example of the shift away from moral and international obligations towards 
asylum seekers. Criticism from religious leaders, including evangelicals like Franklin Graham, underscored the 
divergence within conservative Christian groups advocating for increased immigration enforcement and 
signaled a shift away from the historical consensus on welcoming strangers (Parker and Wang, 2023). 

The evolving landscape also reveals a racial and religious divide in attitudes toward asylum, with an inverse 
relationship observed between white Americans’ religiosity and support for asylum. A Pew survey shows that 
opinions vary by political affiliation, ideology, race, age, education, and religion, indicating a nuanced view of 
the U.S.'s responsibility to accept refugees (Johnson and Nguyen, 2021). 
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Current debates over immigration policy, religious freedom, and humanitarian efforts are subject to constant 
scrutiny. Cases such as the Sanctuary Movement in the 1980s have been legally challenged, with religious 
freedom claims based on the Religious Freedom Restoration Act prevailing in U.S. courts. Recent disputes 
between a religious humanitarian organization, No More Deaths, and government officials illustrate the 
ongoing clash between national and universal mandates. 

The complicated interplay of concerns remains as the motivations of the US government and religious 
organizations on migration diverge. Political fears of newcomers, cultural differences, and threats to traditional 
values contribute to the political discord. While tensions between national sovereignty and global 
humanitarianism persist, the invocation of the First Amendment right to religious expression may determine 
future responses to these complex and pressing issues (US Department of State, 2020). 

Navigating the Ethical Dilemma of Assisting Migrants 

The theological imperative to extend compassion and help to migrants, which is deeply rooted in various 
religious traditions, collides with legal frameworks that often oppose such benevolence. The historical context 
outlined above, ranging from the era of the Holocaust to contemporary debates, provides the backdrop for a 
critical examination of the contradiction between religious appeals for aid and restrictive immigration laws 
(Keller and Ahmad, 2019). 

At the centre of this theological argument is the ethical obligation emphasised by Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam to welcome strangers. This duty is affirmed by religious leaders who link it to the protection of refugees 
and immigrants from harm. This duty is affirmed by religious leaders who associate it with the protection of 
refugees and immigrants (Bright, 2023). However, the tension arises when the policies of governments, 
characterised by concerns about economic impact, national security and cultural differences, impose barriers 
that contradict these religious teachings (Figure 1). 

 

 

Figure 1. Historical and ethical dilemma of Mercy and justice. 
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The historical example of the Evian Conference in 1938 shows that nations, including the United States, were 
hesitant to increase immigration quotas in response to the refugee crisis (Johnson, 2022). This hesitation, rooted 
in economic depression and geopolitical considerations, stands in stark contrast to the religious imperative to 
provide sanctuary to people in need. The challenges faced by Jewish refugees in the aftermath, the obstructive 
policies of the State Department, and the role of individuals like Breckinridge Long underscore how legal 
frameworks can impede the fulfilment of religious obligations (Friedman, 2018). 

In the post-World War II period, an alliance between religious organizations and US foreign policy emerged to 
bring about the 1951 Geneva Convention, which recognized the rights of refugees to legal protection (Singh 
and Jackson,2020). However, the critical theological argument persists today, as evidenced by the "zero 
tolerance" policy and its severe consequences for migrant families. The divergence between religious teachings 
that argue for compassion and inclusion and legal measures that justify harsh enforcement and family 
separations highlights the ongoing struggle between faith-based ethics and legal provisions. 

The problem is exacerbated when one considers the recent shift in public opinion, particularly among certain 
conservative Christian groups, in favor of stricter immigration enforcement. This shift, as mentioned in the 
previous section, calls into question the historical consensus on welcoming strangers and points to a possible 
erosion of theological values within certain religious communities (Robinson, 2020). The conflation of race, 
religiosity, and political affiliation further complicates the discourse, leading to an inverse relationship between 
support for asylum and the religiosity of white Americans. 

The theological imperative to help migrants thus collides with legal requirements that sometimes prioritize 
national interests over humanitarian concerns. The historical narrative, ranging from the Holocaust to current 
debates, serves as a critical lens through which to analyze this dichotomy (Goldberg and Chen, 2021). It 
encourages reflection on the ethical responsibilities emphasized by religious traditions and the challenges posed 
by legal frameworks that may not align with the compassionate ethos espoused by faith communities. Dealing 
with this dissonance requires a nuanced consideration of theological teachings, legal structures, and the evolving 
dynamics that shape public attitudes toward migration. 

‘Imago Dei’ and the Theological Tapestry of Migration 

The theological exploration of migration issues presents a need to cross disciplinary boundaries, as the 
interdisciplinary landscape of migration studies encompasses a variety of fields. Curiously, however, a deep 
engagement with theology is lacking in the major works or centers of migration studies. Theologians themselves 
have barely entered the discourse, making theology something of a "disciplinary refugee'," marginalized without 
official recognition in the overarching dialogue on migration. Even in theological circles, documentation on 
migration remains sparse (Johnson and Ali, 2022). The Vatican and various bishops' conferences are concerned 
with the pastoral care of immigrants but neglect the broader theological dimensions of migration. 

In this critical theological reflection, there is a call to broaden the terrain of the migration debate and to include 
theology not just as a passive learner but as a contributor. Embedding the mystery of God Almighty (Allah The 
Most Glorified and The Highest) in the context of contemporary migration is a means of viewing the message 
of the Gospel in the light of today's world (Sanders and Gupta, 2020). The post-Vatican II theological 
landscape, characterized by responses to modern challenges, now meets the accelerated reality of global 
migration. At this point, theology has the opportunity to base its analysis on the lived experiences of 
marginalized populations and to engage with the joys, hopes, concerns, and fears of those on the periphery 
(Davis, 2021). 

The mutual enrichment between the understanding of Almighty God and migration becomes clear and forms 
a bridge between theology and migration studies (Rodriguez and Kumar, 2023). This overlap emphasises the 
moral imperatives associated with displaced people and encourages the exploration of new theological 
perspectives that challenge the underlying philosophical and ideological assumptions in the discourse on 
migrants and refugees. The terms associated with migration such as refugee, migrant, forced migrant, 
immigrant, undocumented, internally displaced person and foreigner are dissected, revealing the potential for 
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asymmetrical relationships, psychological colonisation and the unintentional creation of labels that overshadow 
the human and spiritual identity of migrants. 

The discourse is anchored in the theological principle of imago Dei, highlighting the essential belief, as per 
Christian doctrine, that all humans are created in the image and likeness of Almighty God (Harper, 2020). This 
concept is reinforced in the New Testament, which maintains that the divine likeness is inherent in all 
individuals, not solely within the Christian community. In contrast, Islam offers a distinct viewpoint. Islamic 
teachings posit that the unparalleled nature of God Almighty renders any attempt by humans or other beings 
to conceive an accurate representation of God futile. This view is unanimously supported by Muslim scholars, 
who reference the Quran [Chapter 42, verse 11]. This consensus underscores the universal agreement on the 
impossibility of creating a visual depiction of God, leading to the Islamic prohibition against any attempt to 
portray God, given that no creation resembles the divine (O’Connoe and Mohammed, 2022). 

Furthermore, this exploration is not simply an academic exercise but serves as a foundational point for 
discussions on migration, emphasizing the personal and relational dimensions of human existence. The 
theological insights into imago Dei, traditionally examined in contexts such as the Fall, intellect, will, emotions, 
creativity, ethical conduct, social interactions, and divine filiation, provide a comprehensive understanding that 
transcends simplistic, individualistic interpretations. The discussion extends to the relational nature of imago 
Dei, drawing connections with the Trinity to underscore the integral role of relationships and 
interconnectedness in the discourse on migration. 

Migration is embedded in the Gospel or Quranic Message, from the expulsion of the honorable parents of 
humanity, Adam and Eve (see: Genesis 2:4-3:24 NIV; Quran 15-27 and 32-7:8), to the vision of the New 
Jerusalem in the final pages of the New Testament [see John 3:16-18 NIV]. The Imago Dei becomes a guiding 
principle for building a theology of migration, challenging the dehumanising language associated with terms 
such as “illegal immigrant”. Theological reflection grounded in Imago Dei goes beyond the dignity of the 
individual to embrace the relational nature of migration, reflecting the self-understanding of [the Venerable 
Prophet] Jesus Christ [peace be upon him] and the movement of God Almighty 's [divine] love and compassion 
for humanity (Figure 2). 

 

 

Figure 2. Divine Weave: Spiritual and Human Tapestry of Migration. 
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This theological enquiry assumes that the imago Dei serves as a moral compass that guides the construction of 
just policies for the common good and advocates for the well-being of the vulnerable members of society. The 
interaction between migration and relationships is examined through the lens of the imago Dei. In doing so, 
the theological significance of migration is affirmed as a profound aspect of human history that reflects the 
movement of Almighty God in love towards humanity and enables the mutual movement of humanity towards 
God. As the discourse continues, it becomes clear that without due consideration of the humanity of migrants, 
the development of just and equitable policies remains an elusive endeavor. The Imago Dei, which is closely 
interwoven with the Christian belief, not only underpins ecological issues, humanitarian debates, gender issues, 
eschatological concerns, and social justice challenges but also becomes a theological basis for addressing the 
complex reality of migration and refugees. 

Challenging Conventional Discourses 

The field of migration studies, despite its interdisciplinary nature, has consistently marginalized theology as an 
inconsequential discipline. A glaring absence persists in major works and academic discourse, where theology 
is treated as a “disciplinary refugee”, lacking recognition and representation. Theological perspectives on 
migration are conspicuously absent, relegated to the periphery even among theologians themselves (Smith and 
Nguyen, 2023). While the Vatican and certain episcopal conferences address pastoral care for immigrants, 
substantive exploration of migration as a theological reality is notably deficient (Rodriguez and Kumar, 2021). 

In this context, critical reflection on the mystery of God in the age of migration becomes imperative. 
Theological discourse, evolving in response to modern challenges, such as liberation movements and cultural 
diversity, must confront the profound implications of global migration (Martinez and Lee, 2022). This 
phenomenon, accelerating in the contemporary era, demands a theological analysis grounded in the lived 
experiences of marginalized populations. The narrative of migration, a central theme in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition, should not merely be a sociological inquiry but a theological exploration that incorporates the gospel 
message in the context of contemporary realities (Garcia and Chen, 2020). 

The fundamental concept of imago Dei, central to Christian theology, provides a unique starting point for 
engaging with the discourse on migration (Patel and Wang, 2022). Imago Dei transcends labels and delves into 
the profound nature of human existence. While interpretations of imago Dei have varied throughout history, 
its revival in contemporary Catholic social teaching offers a foundational framework for addressing ecological, 
humanitarian, gender, and social justice concerns, particularly within the context of migration and refugees. 

In contrast to Enlightenment and modernist tendencies that marginalized imago Dei, Vatican II's renewed 
emphasis positions it as a vital principle guiding discussions on migration. This theological foundation compels 
us to reconsider terminologies, emphasizing the humanity of migrants and refugees over dehumanizing labels 
(Rodriguez and Kumar, 2021). A theology of migration rooted in imago Dei transcends individualistic 
perspectives, focusing on relational dynamics. Migration, viewed through the lens of imago Dei, aligns with the 
Trinitarian understanding, emphasizing the interconnectedness of humanity and the moral demands inherent 
in recognizing the divine image in every person. 

To speak of "illegal aliens" obscures the theological imperative embedded in imago Dei, urging a shift towards 
terms like "irregular migration" that acknowledges the inherent human dignity of those forcibly uprooted. Such 
theological reflections underscore the necessity of considering the humanity of migrants in shaping just policies 
that contribute to the common good, especially benefitting society's most vulnerable members (Kim and 
Rodriguez, 2020). 

So, a theological engagement with migration demands a departure from conventional discourses. Imago Dei 
emerges as a transformative lens through which migration can be understood, challenging dominant narratives 
and advocating for a more just, humane approach to addressing the complex issues surrounding global 
migration. Theological considerations must be woven into the fabric of migration studies, offering unique 
insights that transcend the limitations of secular perspectives. 
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Responsibilities for Theologians and Migration Studies Researchers 

The above sections deal with the complicated interface between theology and migration research and outline 
both academic and practical tasks for theologians and researchers working on this topic. Theologians are called 
upon to integrate theology into migration research and to bridge the gap between theological perspectives and 
socio-political realities (Table 1). This involves the development of theological frameworks contributing 
meaningfully to the understanding of migration as a complex social phenomenon with moral and ethical 
dimensions. Additionally, theologians must engage in critical reflection on migration, addressing its moral, 
ethical, and religious implications. This includes analyzing theological concepts such as Imago Dei and 
developing narratives challenging conventional discourses on migration, advocating for a more compassionate 
treatment of migrants based on theological principles. Investigating the ethical imperatives arising from 
religious traditions and translating theological principles into actionable guidelines for individuals, communities, 
and policymakers are crucial tasks. The reinterpretation of religious texts and traditions in light of contemporary 
migration challenges is essential, providing accessible and relevant guidance for believers. 

Table 1. Theologians’ Undertaking List. 

Task Description 

Integration into Migration Studies 
Bridge the gap between theology and migration studies, developing frameworks for 
understanding migration theologically. 

Critical Theological Reflection Engage in critical reflection on migration, analyzing moral, ethical, and religious implications. 

Ethical and Moral Demands 
Investigate ethical imperatives from religious traditions, translating theological principles into 
actionable guidelines. 

Reinterpretation of Religious Texts 
Reinterpret religious texts in light of contemporary migration challenges, providing accessible 
guidance for believers. 

Then, researchers are tasked with fostering interdisciplinary collaboration between theologians and migration 
studies scholars, facilitating dialogue to enrich the understanding of migration (Table 2). This involves 
establishing platforms for joint research initiatives, conferences, and publications that encourage the exchange 
of ideas. Researchers should investigate the impact of language on the perception of migrants, analyzing 
terminologies used in political discourse and advocating for language that respects the dignity of migrants. 
Additionally, they need to conduct policy analysis to understand legal frameworks surrounding migration, 
evaluate existing policies' ethical dimensions, and advocate for reforms that prioritize the well-being and rights 
of migrants. Studying the impact of migration on communities and analyzing the role of religious communities 
in supporting migrants are important scientific tasks. On a practical level, researchers should contribute to 
public awareness campaigns aimed at reshaping perceptions and developing community-based initiatives 
promoting the integration of migrants, guided by principles of justice, compassion, and respect for diversity. 

Table 2. Migration Studies Researchers Task List. 

Task Description 

Interdisciplinary Collaboration Foster interdisciplinary collaboration between theologians and migration studies scholars. 

Language & Perception Analysis 
Investigate the impact of language on the perception of migrants, advocating for respectful 
language use. 

Policy Analysis & Advocacy 
Conduct policy analysis, evaluate ethical dimensions of existing policies, and advocate for 
migrant-centric reforms. 

Community Engagement & Integration 
Study the impact of migration on communities, develop community-based initiatives for migrant 
integration. 

Thus, theologians and researchers in migration studies jointly bear the responsibility of fostering a deeper 
understanding of migration informed by ethical, moral, and theological considerations. Their collaboration has 
the potential to contribute significantly to the development of compassionate responses and just policies in 
addressing the challenges posed by migration in the contemporary world. 

DISCUSSION 

The comprehensive exploration of the intersection between theology and migration studies presented in the 
sections above offers valuable insights while also revealing certain weaknesses and discrepancies within the 
discourse. One notable strength lies in the articulation of scientific and practical tasks assigned to theologians 
and researchers in migration studies, fostering a collaborative and interdisciplinary approach. One noteworthy 
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aspect is the emphasis on integrating theology into migration studies. The scientific task of bridging theological 
perspectives with sociopolitical realities acknowledges the imperative for a holistic understanding of migration. 
However, the practical task of developing meaningful theological frameworks for understanding migration 
could benefit from specific examples or case studies illustrating the application of these frameworks. A more 
tangible demonstration of how theology can contribute to addressing migration challenges would enhance the 
practical utility of the proposed frameworks. 

The critical theological reflection on migration, particularly the analysis of theological concepts such as Imago 
Dei, provides a fresh perspective. However, the study could delve deeper into specific theological debates or 
disagreements surrounding these concepts, acknowledging the diversity within theological perspectives. A more 
nuanced exploration of differing theological viewpoints on migration would contribute to a richer critical 
discourse. 

The identification of ethical imperatives and moral demands arising from religious traditions is a commendable 
endeavor. Yet, the scientific task of investigating these imperatives could benefit from a more detailed 
examination of how different religious traditions may offer distinct perspectives on migration ethics. 
Recognizing the diversity of ethical considerations within religious frameworks would enhance the study's 
comprehensiveness. The reinterpretation of religious texts and traditions is a novel aspect of the study, shedding 
light on the potential relevance of historical religious narratives to contemporary migration challenges. 
However, a more in-depth examination of the challenges and limitations inherent in reinterpretation would 
strengthen the study. Additionally, addressing potential objections or counterarguments to this approach would 
contribute to a more robust critical discussion. 

In terms of migration studies researchers' tasks, the emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration is a key strength. 
The acknowledgment of the need for dialogue between diverse academic disciplines is crucial for a holistic 
understanding of migration. However, the practical task of establishing platforms for joint research initiatives 
could benefit from specific recommendations or examples of successful interdisciplinary collaborations in the 
field. The investigation into the impact of language on the perception of migrants is a pertinent and timely 
aspect. Yet, the scientific task of analyzing the terminologies used in political discourse could be expanded to 
include an examination of media representations. An exploration of how media framing influences public 
perceptions and policies would offer a more comprehensive understanding of the role of language in shaping 
attitudes toward migration. 

The policy analysis and advocacy tasks highlight the importance of evaluating existing policies in alignment 
with theological principles. However, the practical task of engaging in advocacy efforts for policy reforms could 
be strengthened by specific suggestions for incorporating theological perspectives into policy-making processes. 
Concrete examples of successful advocacy initiatives informed by theological considerations would enhance 
the study's practical applicability. The discussion on community engagement and integration recognizes the 
impact of migration on communities and the role of religious communities in supporting migrants. To improve 
the study's critical depth, an exploration of potential tensions or conflicts within religious communities 
regarding their stance on migration would contribute to a more nuanced understanding. 

Further research in this field could address the gaps identified, such as the need for more concrete examples 
illustrating the application of theological frameworks in understanding migration challenges. Additionally, 
exploring the nuances of theological debates on migration within specific religious traditions and investigating 
the potential tensions within religious communities could provide valuable contributions to the critical 
discourse. Thus, the study offers a valuable foundation for the intersection of theology and migration studies. 
Enhancements in providing specific examples, addressing potential objections, and delving deeper into the 
nuances of theological debates would contribute to a more comprehensive and nuanced critical discussion. The 
study's emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration and the exploration of language and perception in migration 
studies researchers' tasks is commendable, but further research and exploration are essential for advancing the 
critical discourse in this evolving field. 
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CONCLUSION 

At the end of the study, we make an important contribution to the current state of knowledge in both fields 
with this comprehensive examination of the intersection between theology and migration research. By outlining 
scholarly and practical tasks for theologians and migration researchers, this work attempts to bridge the gap 
between theological perspectives and the complex socio-political realities of migration. The tasks identified 
serve as a roadmap for advancing a deeper understanding of migration informed by ethical, moral and 
theological considerations. The scholarly justification for this work lies in developing the need for 
interdisciplinary collaboration and recognizing the need to integrate theology into the broader field of migration 
studies. The articulation of specific tasks for theologians, such as critical theological reflection on migration and 
the reinterpretation of religious texts, offers new insights into how theological perspectives can shape discourse 
on the challenges of migration. Similarly, the description of the tasks for researchers in the field of migration 
studies emphasizes the importance of language, political analysis, and social engagement in understanding and 
addressing migration issues. 

The practical implications of this study are manifold. Theological frameworks developed through critical 
reflection on migration can provide a basis for compassionate and humane responses to the challenges faced 
by migrants. Ethical imperatives arising from religious traditions guide individuals, communities, and 
policymakers and promote a just and humane approach to migration. The reinterpretation of religious texts 
provides a valuable resource to guide believers in ethically addressing the challenges of migration today. 

In addition, the study suggests avenues for future research and experimentation. The gaps identified, such as 
the need for concrete examples to illustrate the application of theological frameworks and a deeper exploration 
of theological debates within specific religious traditions, point to possible research directions. Future 
experiments could include joint initiatives between theologians and migration researchers aimed at 
implementing and evaluating the practical implications of theological frameworks on migration-related 
challenges. 

On a global level, the conclusions from this work underscore the importance of recognizing the humanity of 
migrants by grounding discussions in theological concepts such as Imago Dei. By advocating for language that 
respects the dignity of migrants and challenges dehumanizing terms, the study helps to change public 
perceptions and promote a more compassionate discourse. The focus on policy analysis and advocacy is in line 
with global efforts to ensure that migration policies prioritize the well-being and rights of migrants, guided by 
ethical considerations. 

Specifically, the study encourages theologians and researchers in the field of migration studies to actively 
participate in joint initiatives, conferences and publications. The establishment of platforms for ongoing dialog 
and knowledge exchange can further enrich the understanding of the challenges of migration. Furthermore, the 
study calls for the continuous study of the influence of language on perceptions and the evaluation of existing 
policies to ensure that they are in line with theological principles. 

In summary, this work catalyzes the advancement of critical theological literature and migration studies 
literature. Identifying tasks and offering a roadmap for collaboration, it opens avenues for deeper exploration 
and practical application of theological perspectives in addressing the multifaceted challenges posed by 
migration in today's world. The proposed future experiments and ongoing research efforts can advance this 
field and promote a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the intersection between theology and 
migration studies. 
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