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Abstract

This paper examines Vietnam's cultural and ideological struggle against "peaceful evolution" theory and practice. Imperialist forces use
"peacefil evolution" to destabilize socialist regimes, especially by infiltrating cnltural and ideological sectors. The study's main goal is to define
"peacefil evolution," assess its implementation in Vietnam's educational and cultnral institutions, and offer strategic remedies to protect the
nation's ideology. The research uses a qualitative approach to analyze theoretical documents, historical records, and current 1 ietnamese
educational case studies. These case studies help excplain hostile entities' ideological subversion methods and Vietnam's conntermeasnres. The
data show that the "peaceful evolution" plan uses cultural infiltration, Western values, and digital platforms to subtly change Vietnam's
youth's ideological views. Despite hurdles, the study emphasizes the importance of education in maintaining national ideology, emphasiging the
incorporation of Marxcist-Leninist philosophy and Ho Chi Minh's ideas in the curricnlum as effective countermeasures. The report suggests
continuning edncational reform, raising ideological awareness, and taking proactive actions to confront emerging ideological dangers. These
proposals are crucial to Vietnam's ideological foundation's resilience to external influences.

Keywords: Peaceful Evolution, 1deological Defense, Cultural Infiltration, National Security, Vietnam Education

INTRODUCTION

The term "peaceful evolution" is a non-military approach utilized by imperialist powers, specifically the
United regimes and Western nations, to undermine socialist regimes by methods of ideology and culture.
This approach, which became prominent in the latter part of the 20th century, secks to undermine the
ideological basis of socialist states, ultimately resulting in political and social instability without the
requirement of direct military involvement. The concept of "peaceful evolution" encompasses a holistic
strategy aimed at undermining the political and ideological framework of a certain state by creating internal
opposition and supporting ideals that erode the socialist ideology. This approach is apart from direct military
assault and instead emphasizes the infiltration of ideas, subversion of culture, and the advancement of
alternative political and social models that are more in line with Western liberal democracies.

In the context of Vietnam, the concept of "peaceful evolution" presents a substantial menace, notably in the
domains of culture, education, and ideology. The Vietnamese Communist Party acknowledges the
significance of resisting this policy in order to uphold the stability and ideological integrity of the socialist
state. Considering the historical circumstances in which Vietnam emerged from a long era of war and
colonialism, the country is still highly cautious about external influences that could jeopardize its hard-earned
independence and sovereignty. The policy of "peaceful evolution" aims to undermine the ideological basis of
the Vietnamese state by advocating for Western values, challenging the legitimacy of the Communist Party,
and pushing a transition towards capitalist principles. This covert type of attack aims to undermine the
ideological dedication of the Vietnamese population, especially the younger generation, and establish
favorable conditions for social turmoil and political transformation that align with Western goals.

The concept of "peaceful evolution" is not just a theoretical idea, but also has real consequences that have
been observed and recorded in different socialist nations. The approach was extensively utilized throughout
the Cold War, namely in Eastern Europe, and played a significant role in the eventual downfall of multiple
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communist countries. The promotion of Western ideals, the subversion of communist ideology, and the
fostering of dissent were pivotal in facilitating the shift from socialism to capitalism in these governments.
The knowledge gained from these experiences is especially applicable to Vietnam, where the risk of "peaceful
evolution" continues to be a major issue.

Vietnam's acknowledgment of the danger presented by "peaceful evolution" is evident in the nation's policy
reactions and strategic actions designed to protect its ideological purity. The Vietnamese Communist Party
has enacted various measures aimed at mitigating the impact of Western values and beliefs. These encompass
the advocacy of Marxist-Leninist ideology, the strengthening of HO Chi Minh's doctrines, and the
incorporation of socialist tenets into the educational framework. The Vietnamese government aims to protect
its citizens, especially the youth, from being attracted to Western liberal democracy and capitalism principles
by placing great emphasis on ideological education.

In addition, the Vietnamese government has been diligent in overseeing and regulating the cultural and
ideological environment within the country. This include stringent prohibitions on media, literature, and the
arts, as they are perceived as possible conduits for the propagation of Western values. The government also
prioritizes the importance of education in safeguarding and promoting its ideology. Educational institutions
have the duty of imparting socialist principles to pupils and cultivating a strong sense of national pride and
allegiance to the Communist Party. The Vietnamese government is striving to establish a strong ideological
defense against the subversive strategies of "peaceful evolution" through these endeavors.

The concept of "peaceful evolution” is based on the understanding that gaining intellectual and cultural
dominance is an effective strategy for accomplishing political goals. Contrary to conventional military
operations that depend on the use of force and coetcion, "peaceful evolution" employs more nuanced
methods. It exploits the attractiveness of Western culture, the attraction of materialism, and the apparent
achievements of liberal democracies to undermine the trust of the population in their socialist government.
This approach is especially efficient in a society that is highly interconnected, where information and cultural
goods are readily spread over national boundaries, often evading government regulations.

Within the Vietnamese context, the strategy of "peaceful evolution" is evident in diverse manifestations, such
as the propagation of Western media, the dissemination of consumerist ideals, and the fostering of political
pluralism. External players, such as non-governmental groups, foreignh governments, and international media
sources, often provide support for these activities. Their aim is to exert influence on public opinion and
encourage disagreement within the country. The proliferation of digital technology and social media has
significantly magnified these endeavors, offering novel avenues for the spread of Western ideals and the
coordination of dissenting movements.

The Vietnamese government has implemented a comprehensive approach in addressing the concept of
"peaceful evolution", which includes defensive and aggressive actions. Regarding defense measutes, the
government has enforced stringent controls on the dissemination of information. These measures include
censoring foreign media, regulating social media platforms, and monitoring online activities. These efforts are
designed to prevent the dissemination of subversive ideas and retain authority over the ideological discourse
within the nation [1].

The government has taken proactive measures to enhance the ideological basis of the state by promoting
national unity and bolstering the legitimacy of the Communist Party. This include public initiatives that
highlight the accomplishments of the communist state, the significance of national autonomy, and the perils
of Western imperialism. The educational curricula have been specifically developed to instill socialist ideas in
young individuals from a young age, with the aim of equipping them with the necessary ideological weapons
to resist the allure of "peaceful evolution".

The significance of countering "peaceful evolution" is emphasized by the potential ramifications it may have.
In the absence of intervention, the process of "peaceful evolution" may progressively undermine the socialist
state, leading to political instability, social turmoil, and finally, a transition towards a capitalist society. This
would pose a significant danger to Vietnam's sovereignty and the accomplishments of its revolutionary fight.
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Hence, the Vietnamese government's dedication to combating "peaceful evolution” is not solely a question of
maintaining ideological integrity, but also a vital component of safeguarding national security.

Ultimately, the danger posed by the concept of "peaceful evolution" to Vietnam is genuine and substantial.
As a non-military approach, it functions by discreetly infiltrating cultural and intellectual spheres, with the
goal of subverting the socialist state from inside. Vietnam has responded to this challenge with a strong and
comprehensive approach, which includes defensive measures and proactive actions to enhance the ideological
basis of the state. Vietnam's unwavering commitment to protecting its sovereignty and preserving the
integrity of its socialist system is seen in its continuous efforts to counteract the threat of "peaceful
evolution." This study aims to delve into these dynamics further, examining the theoretical and practical
aspects of "peaceful evolution" in the Vietnamese context and suggesting strategic approaches to safeguard
the nation's ideological foundation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Scholars have shown considerable interest in the concept of "peaceful evolution", especially when examining
post-Cold War geopolitical strategy. First conceived in the later part of the 20th century, "peaceful evolution”
is a strategic approach that secks to weaken socialist regimes from within by employing non-military methods
such as cultural and ideological infiltration. The strategy has been thoroughly examined in both global and
Vietnamese settings, with a significant amount of research dedicated to its historical evolution, theoretical
principles, and implementation in many socialist nations, including Vietnam.

Historical Evolution and Theoretical Underpinnings

The term "peaceful evolution” originated during the Cold War to characterize the approach utilized by
imperialist countries, particularly the United regimes and its Western allies, to undermine socialist regimes
without engaging in direct armed conflict. The origins of this policy can be attributed to the wider
geopolitical aspirations of the United States, which aimed to enhance its influence through the promotion of
capitalist ideas and the destabilization of communist regimes. The research indicates that the strategy
developed as a result of the constraints of military involvement, especially during the Vietnam War. The
failure of the U.S. military to achieve its goals through force prompted a transition towards more clandestine
and ideological approaches to undermine the enemy [6].

Notable scholars, such Pham Van Hung, Mai Thi Hanh Le, Le Thi Phuong, and others, have made significant
theoretical contributions to the understanding of "peaceful evolution." They assert that this strategy is
fundamentally based on the ideological clash between capitalism and socialism. Mai Thi Quy, Dinh Xuan
Dung, and others propose that "peaceful evolution" encompasses several strategies, such as cultural
infiltration, economic manipulation, and the promotion of purported "democratic" norms. The ultimate goal
is to undermine the ideological principles of socialist regimes. They have expanded upon this theoretical
framework, emphasizing the significance of international institutions and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in supporting the dissemination of capitalist ideology while ostensibly advocating for human rights
and democracy [2].

Implementation In Different Socialist Nations

The implementation of "peaceful evolution" has differed among many socialist governments, contingent
upon their distinct historical, cultural, and political circumstances. The tactic played a major part in the final
downfall of communist regimes in Eastern Europe throughout the late 1980s and eatly 1990s. Academics
have recorded evidence of how Western nations, namely the United States, provided assistance to opposition
groups, spread anti-socialist information, and employed economic influence to undermine these
L oo . . " .y .
governments. This literature offers vital insights into the mechanisms of "peaceful evolution" and its efficacy
in accomplishing regime change without direct military intervention.

Howevet, the implementation of "peaceful evolution” in China has encountered substantial obstacles as a
result of the Chinese Communist Party's firm grip on the nation's cultural and ideological establishments.
Nevertheless, Mai Thi Hanh Le and Le Thi Phuong highlight that the plan has been implemented using
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diverse methods, such as promoting Western consumer culture, exerting soft power, and undermining the
Chinese government's credibility in global affairs. This literature highlights the versatility of "peaceful
evolution" as a strategy and its capacity to function well in various socio-political contexts [3].

Influence On Vietnam's Cultural and Ideological Spheres

Within the Vietnamese context, scholatly literature pertaining to "peaceful evolution" has progressively
shifted its attention towards examining the influence it exerts on the cultural and ideological aspects of the
nation. Vietnam, being a socialist nation with a distinctive historical background of rejecting foreign control,
offers a unique scenario for examining the concept of "peaceful evolution." The Vietnamese Communist
Party (VCP) has long acknowledged the danger presented by this tactic and has taken multiple actions to
mitigate its impact. Nevertheless, according to the literature, "peaceful evolution" has had a complex impact
on Vietnam, influencing several parts of the country's cultural, educational, and ideological spheres.

Le Thi Phuong's research has trevealed that the strategy of "peaceful evolution" in Vietnam has
predominantly focused on the younger generation, specifically through the school system. The proliferation
of Western values, the implementation of foreign curricula, and the impact of international media have all led
to a progressive decline of traditional Vietnamese values and socialist goals among the younger generation.
This is apparent in the rising inclination towards Western cultural commodities, the surging popularity of
capitalist principles, and the waning dedication to socialist ideology among the younger generation of
Vietnamese. The literature emphasizes the necessity of a more resilient ideological education to fight these
trends and enhance the country's intellectual resilience [4].

Another notable domain that has been affected is cultural production, where the strategy of "peaceful
evolution" has aimed to weaken the fundamental beliefs of Vietnamese society by spreading narratives that
oppose socialism through literature, art, and media. Tran Van Kim asserts that this accomplishment has been
attained by infiltrating Western cultural standards and advocating for individualism, materialism, and
consumerism, all of which contradict socialist principles. The literature also highlights the significance of
social media and the internet as means for disseminating these ideologies. Dinh Xuan Dung and Pham Van
Hung see the growing presence of online material that questions the authority of the VCP and advocates for
alternative political frameworks.

Deficiencies In The Existing Body Of Research And Potential Areas For Future
Investigation

Although the current body of research offers a thorough examination of the technique known as "peaceful
evolution" and its effects on Vietnam, there remain certain areas that require further investigation. There is a
shortage of empirical studies that investigate the precise mechanisms by which "peaceful evolution" functions
in Vietnam's cultural and ideological spheres. The majority of the current research is predominantly
theoretical, with minimal focus on the practical implementation of this method in real-world scenarios.

In addition, the literature predominantly emphasizes the adverse effects of "peaceful evolution," while
neglecting to examine the effective measures Vietnam has taken to fight this tactic. Subsequent investigations
could examine the efficacy of the VCP's strategies to counteract undesirable influences, namely in the
domains of ideological instruction, cultural conservation, and media governance. Furthermore, it is necessary
to conduct comparative studies that investigate the mechanisms of "peaceful evolution" in vatious socialist
nations in order to uncover optimal strategies that can be used in the Vietnamese setting [5].

To summarize, the literature on "peaceful evolution" offers unique insights into the theoretical underpinnings,
historical progression, and practical implementation of this strategy in Vietnam. Nevertheless, there is a
significant amount of work to be accomplished in the realm of empirical investigation and comparative
examination. This study aims to fill these gaps by providing a thorough examination of "peaceful evolution”
in Vietnam and suggesting effective measures to oppose its impact, with the ultimate objective of protecting
the nation's ideological and cultural integrity.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study utilizes a thorough qualitative research technique, combining document analysis and case studies to
investigate the theoretical and practical aspects of countering "peaceful evolution” in Vietnam. The research
is organized based on two main methodologies: document analysis and case studies.

Document Examination

This research is based on document analysis, which involves a thorough review and interpretation of
theoretical literature on "peaceful evolution" and how it is applied in the Vietnamese context. This approach
facilitates a comprehensive analysis of preexisting materials, encompassing policy papers, government
declarations, academic research, and historical records. The objective is to comprehend the articulation and
perception of the strategy of "peaceful evolution" over time, specifically in terms of its influence on
Vietnam's ideological and cultural domains.

The researched texts encompass publications from the Vietnamese Communist Party, government agencies,
and academic institutions, along with international sources that examine "peaceful evolution" as a worldwide
approach. The analysis is to examine the development of this concept, ascertain significant themes and
arguments, and comprehend its adaptation to the Vietnamese environment. In addition, the book examines
the official replies and countermeasures put out by Vietnamese authorities to combat this tactic, offering a
thorough comprehension of the intellectual battlefield.

The research use document analysis to identify recurring patterns and methods deployed in the "peaceful
evolution" agenda. It notably focuses on how these patterns and strategies are designed to weaken the
ideological foundation of socialist regimes, such as Vietnam. The research also illuminates the strategic goals
of hostile groups and their techniques of ideological manipulation, offering a theoretical foundation for the
succeeding case studies.

Case Studies

at addition to the document analysis, this study includes case studies conducted at Vietnamese educational
institutions. These case studies are crucial for comprehending how the concept of "peaceful evolution" is
being effectively opposed, especially within the cultural and ideological spheres. The chosen schools
encompass many educational tiers and fields, offering a wide-ranging viewpoint on the obstacles and tactics
deployed in countering "peaceful evolution".

The case studies are undertaken using a blend of interviews, field observations, and the examination of
institutional documentation. Conversations with educators, administrators, and students provide valuable
information about the real difficulties educational institutions encounter in protecting themselves against
ideological manipulation. These interviews also offer direct testimonies on the manifestation of "peaceful
evolution" in educational environments and the efficacy of the efforts taken to resist it.

Field observations are carried out to evaluate the environment within these institutions, with a specific focus
on the existence of ideological education, the impact of external cultural variables, and the general ability of
the institutions to withstand subversive strategies. The purpose of the observations is to document the
dynamic interplay between the ideological education being imparted and the external circumstances that
could potentially lead to "peaceful evolution".

The studied institutional papers encompass curriculum plans, educational policies, and internal reports that
demonstrate the techniques and actions implemented to counteract "peaceful evolution." The purpose of
analyzing these documents is to get insight into the theoretical framework that guides the responses of
educational institutions, as well as to understand how these frameworks are put into practice.

Data Synthesis and Analysis
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The facts obtained from the examination of documents and study of case studies ate combined to offer a
comprehensive comprehension of the difficulties presented by "peaceful evolution" in Vietnam. The
synthesis entails comparing the theoretical insights obtained from the examination of documents with the
practical experiences recorded in the case studies. This methodology guarantees that the research results are
based on both theoretical principles and practical applications, providing a detailed viewpoint on the efficacy
of the countermeasures implemented.

The analysis aims to analyze the strengths and shortcomings of Vietnam's present efforts in countering
"peaceful evolution." Additionally, it aims to identify any deficiencies in the current strategies and suggest
methods to strengthen Vietnam's ideological and cultural defenses.

This study methodology offers a thorough and multifaceted investigation of "peaceful evolution" in Vietnam
by integrating document analysis and case studies. This study not only enhances the academic comprehension
of this technique but also provides practical perspectives on the actions that may be taken to safeguard
Vietnam's ideological principles from subversive forces.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study's findings demonstrate that the "peaceful evolution" method employed in Vietnam is a complex
and multifaceted operation aimed at subverting the nation's socialist ideology and political stability. This tactic
is implemented through multiple methods, such as infiltrating Western cultural ideals, promoting individuality,
and spreading misinformation through internet media. The main focus of these activities is to specifically
target the younger population, especially students, in order to weaken their strong belief in socialist ideas and
encourage them to feel disappointed with the current political system.

Western cultural values infiltration: A key method in the "peaceful evolution" approach involves the
deliberate introduction of Western cultural values into Vietnamese culture. This infiltration takes place
through various routes, such as media, entertainment, and education. Western movies, music, and television
shows frequently depict individualistic and materialistic lives that strikingly contrast with the collective and
socialist values that the Vietnamese government aims to promote. Gradual exposure to Western values can
eventually cause young individuals to adopt different attitudes and views, rendering them more vulnerable to
the intellectual subversion attempts of hostile entities.

Promotion of individualism: The plan of "peaceful evolution" includes actively encouraging and fostering
individualism as a crucial element. Individualism, which prioritizes personal autonomy and self-assertion, is
sometimes depicted as an appealing option compared to the collectivist and community-focused principles
that form the foundation of socialist philosophy. This promotion is seen in multiple facets of popular culture,
particularly on social media platforms, where individual accomplishments and personal triumphs are
celebrated. As the younger generation increasingly adopts individualistic values, they may start to question the
significance of socialist principles that prioritize the public well-being over personal aspirations.

Spreading false information: The dissemination of false information via digital platforms is an especially
potent method in the concept of "peaceful evolution." Social media platforms, specifically, have transformed
into a fertile environment for the propagation of inaccurate or deceptive information with the intention of
sowing uncertainty and skepticism regarding the policies and acts of the government. Adversarial entities
frequently utilize these platforms as a means to disseminate false information, including rumors, conspiracy
theories, and other forms of disinformation, which can undermine public confidence in the government and
its institutions. The dissemination of false information is frequently targeted at undermining the fundamental
principles of the state, such as Marxist-Leninist ideology and the thoughts of HO Chi Minh, by depicting
them as obsolete or inconsequential in today's society.

Existing Measures: To address these concerns, the Vietnamese government has developed various actions
to protect the nation's intellectual framework. An essential approach has been the incorporation of Marxist-
Leninist ideology and the teachings of HO Chi Minh into the educational curricula. The government aims to
strengthen pupils' ideological commitment and resilience against external subversion efforts by introducing
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them to these core beliefs at a young age. In addition, the government has escalated its endeavors to regulate
and oversee cultural and media content in order to curb the dissemination of Western values and falsehoods.

Although significant efforts have been made, the data indicate that the existing defenses may not be entirely
successful in resisting the approach of "peaceful evolution." The ubiquity of digital media and the worldwide
impact of Western culture pose a formidable obstacle for the government to fully insulate its population
from these external forces. Furthermore, the increasing prevalence of social media platforms among youth
poses a substantial hurdle, as these platforms frequently elude conventional regulatory mechanisms.

DISCUSSION: The analysis of these findings highlights the necessity for a more all-encompassing and
flexible approach to counteracting the "peaceful evolution" method. This strategy should prioritize not just
the supervision of cultural and media content, but also the active involvement of young people in the
ideological conversation. Education programs should be developed with the aim of promoting critical
thinking and media literacy among students. This will empower them to recognize and reject the covert
methods of ideological manipulation that they come across in their everyday experiences. In addition, the
government should prioritize promoting a transparent and all-encompassing discussion over the country's
ideological direction. This would involve giving young individuals the opportunity to actively participate in
shaping a socialist philosophy that aligns with their unique perspectives and desires.

To summarize, although the Vietnamese government has made substantial progress in combating the
"peaceful evolution" strategy, the results of this study suggest that there is still a considerable amount of
work that needs to be accomplished. In the digital age, the changing nature of this strategy necessitates a
flexible and comprehensive approach that surpasses conventional means of ideological teaching and control.
To effectively protect its socialist ideals against foreign attacks, Vietnam should adopt a comprehensive
approach that tackles the underlying causes of ideological disillusionment and allows young individuals to
actively shape their ideological identity.

CONCLUSION

The study asserts that the concept of "peaceful evolution" continues to pose a significant and persistent
danger to Vietnam's ideological stability. This menace, distinguished by its nuanced and non-combatant
essence, aims to subvert the fundamental socialist principles that have shaped Vietham's political and social
environment from its revolutionary beginnings. The efficacy of "peaceful evolution" is in its capacity to
penetrate diverse domains, namely culture and education, where it focuses on the youth and intellectuals who
play a pivotal role in determining the nation's destiny.

An important finding of this research is the acknowledgement of the multifaceted strategy employed by
hostile forces in their efforts to carry out "peaceful evolution." The success of the strategy relies on its
capacity to adjust to the evolving socio-political environment of Vietnam, utilizing novel technology and
media platforms to disseminate Western cultural values, individualism, and falsehoods. The incursion of these
factors into Vietnamese society presents a notable obstacle to the conservation of socialist ideology, especially
among the younger cohort who are more prone to foreign influences as a result of their interaction with
globalized digital material.

To address these issues, the Vietnamese government and the Communist Party have made strengthening
ideological education a key part of their effort to counter "peaceful evolution." This entails incorporating the
principles of Marxist-Leninist philosophy and H6 Chi Minh's ideas into the educational curriculum. The goal
is to ensure that students not only have knowledge of the historical and theoretical basis of socialism, but
also possess the ability to examine and counteract attempts to manipulate their beliefs. Furthermore,
educators play a crucial role as they are seen as the first line of defense in maintaining ideological integrity.
Their responsibility is to cultivate a profound sense of national identity and socialist principles in their
students.

Moreover, the research emphasizes the significance of ongoing adjustment and originality in counter-
strategies to tackle the changing characteristics of ideological threats. The fluid and always evolving nature of
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international politics requires an adaptable strategy that can predict and oppose new methods of ideological
infiltration. This encompasses not just conventional means of bolstering ideological beliefs, but also the
creation of novel instruments and platforms that can successfully captivate and connect with the younger
demographic in a way that aligns with their personal experiences and perspectives.

The research also emphasizes the need for more international cooperation among socialist and likeminded
countries to exchange best practices and strategies in counteting "peaceful evolution". Given that this tactic is
not exclusive to Vietnam but rather a part of a wider global effort against socialism, there is significant value
in forming a united front that can combine resoutces and experience to defend socialist ideology. An effective
strategy for collaboration could involve engaging in joint research endeavors, sharing educational resources,
and implementing synchronized media campaigns to advocate for the principles of socialism worldwide.

To summarize, although "peaceful evolution" presents a substantial and long-lasting obstacle to Vietnam's
ideological stability, it is not an impossible one to overcome. By implementing a comprehensive program of
rigorous ideological education, proactive countermeasures, and ongoing adaptation, Vietnam can successfully
minimize the consequences of this strategy and protect the socialist principles that are fundamental to its
national character. Nevertheless, achieving this goal necessitates a continuous and coordinated endeavor
including all strata of society, ranging from public officials to educators, and from intellectuals to the general
public. Vietnam can only guarantee the continuation of its socialist ideology by adopting a cohesive and
comprehensive approach to address both current and future difficulties.
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